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In its new dress, with new type throughout, and 
a plainer and handsomer head-line, The Congrega- 
tionalist looks better than ever. Not merely able 
editing, but thorough editing, in its every department 
distinguishes that excellent paper. 


Among the “toddies,” “sangarees,"” and other 
beverages supposed to be attractive, a New York 
drinking-place advertises on its street bulletin, 
“ fixes,” stone-wall,” and “ blue blazes.” And every 
promise intimated in these titles is fulfilled to the 
letter to all who lay hold upon them. 


A correspondent of The Congregationalist takes 
“decided exception” to the phrase “senseless memo- 
rizing of Bible words” which he has seen quoted 
from The Sunday School Times. In his opinion 
“any memorizing of Bible words cannot possibly be 
senseless.” 
a proof that a para graph on this subject can “ possi- 
bly be senseless.” He really seems to think that the 


fact of Bible memorizing rather than a particular 


method of doing it was stigmatized by us as 
“senseless.” 


That representative of the American Sunday School 
Union to whom we alluded as having originally 
vouched for the correctness of an Sh i in these 
columns, upon which The Sunday School World cau- 


tiously hazarded its comment “ if” the incident were 
“well founded,” i 


informs us that we were reasonably 
safe in declaring that “we supposed he was telling 
the truth.” Furthermore, this representer wants it 
understood that he is not a misrepresenter. Rather 
than do injustice to Cornelius, or any other good man, 
he says he would cut down a are cherry-trees, 
and in case of any more “ifs” or “supposings” he is 


ready to show the hatchet he would do it with. 


But the protest made by him is in itself 





Connected with the Fourteenth Street Presbyte- 
rian Church, New York, there are twenty-five ladies 
who occupy positions as teachers in various public 
and private schools of that city. Nearly all these 


ladies are also teachers in the Sunday-school, and dur- | 


ing the year recently closed one of them, with her 
class of eight or ten lads, contributed over seventy 
dollars in missionary offerings. Faithful and faith- 
filled school-teachers are doing a noble and im- 
portant service seven days in the week; and the 
greater the number of Christian workers of that sort 
in any church or community the more certainty will 
there be of really having Bible truths taught and 
lived in the public schools of that neighborhood— 
and out of them too. 


Stories of ignorance of the names and order of the 
books of the Bible, on the part of those who are sup- 
posed to be familiar with such matters, seem to be 
now in order. A friend in whose word we can have 
implicit confidence reports this as a veritable case: 
‘A number of persons, including three preachers of 
the gospel, were in company for dinner. Some scrip- 
ture question was under discussion, when one of the 
brethren remarked, “ How surprising it is that so few 
persons know the names of the books of the Bible in 
order!" ‘“ Why,” said he, “I met a brother the other 
day who could not tell whether the book of Hezekiah 
came before or after Ezekiel.” The question, Who 
can tell? was fairly submitted to the company. One 
of the preachers answered, “Of course Hezekiah 
comes after Ezekiel, among the minor prophets, but I 
confess I cannot always give the books of the minor 
prophets in order exactly.” Another question arises, 
Had either of those ministers been to Chautauqua? 


We did “venture” to express the opinion, that not 
one of the many theatre-goers who have been to see 
“Joe” Jetferson play Rip Van Winkle has given up 


drinking because of what he heard in the course of 


that acting. Thereupon The Alliance, a Chicago paper, 


in a decidedly personal paragraph, wants to know if 


the editor of The Sunday School Times is acquainted 
with one in ten thousand of those who have been to 
hear Mr. Jefferson in his favorite play; and if he is 
not, how he can know all about the effect of that 
playing. 
The Alliance that our opinion was based on the fact 
that every person whom we ever heard praise that 
acting for its power in behalf of the temperance cause 
was still in the habit of liquor using. We had never 
known, or heard, or read of a solitary exception 
when we expressed our opinion so positively ; but the 
apparent personal feeling thrown into The Alliance 
comment on the point in question causes us to waver. 
If, therefore, the editor of that paper means it to be 
understood that either he or any of his theatre-going 
friends has stopped drinking, and that he was led to 
this action by hearing Joo Jefferson play Rip Van 
Winkle, we shall be glad to admit that there is one 
clear exception to the prevailing rule in this case. 
By the way, the editor of The Alliance in quoting our 
statement strikes off its qualifying clause, and is 
thereby enabled to make it seem a sweeping and 
absolute assertion. But that is not strange, for his 
questions would have lacked even the show of perti 
nency unless he had first misrepresented us. Still we 
are ready to make the above-suggested correction if 
that is called for, seeing that our “contemporary " 


In response to this, we assure the editor of 





would rest the whole question on personal experience 
or knowledge. 


Mr. Moody has announced that already a sufficient 
sum for the support of the children of P. P. Bliss has 
been received, and no more need be contributed for 
that object. We acknowledge herewith the amounts 
sent in to uson Mr. Moody's original call; but we 
suggest that some other good object should now 
receive the Sunday-school a The donations 
received are: 

Previously acknowledged .......ssccecsseeeeseesseeseeeseeees loo OF 
Northern Congregational Sunday-school, Toronto, 
Canada........ pacessascboceens seven queibabyonssanenepsnet we 20 00 
Marcy Avenue Baptist Sunday-school, Brooklyn, N.Y... 17 96 
Wharton Street Presbyterian Sunday-school, Phila- 


Gelphia...cccccccccccrcrerecccocsecassssscessossccen prnieness 11 39 
St. John’s Ketormed Sunday-school, Milton, Penn.... 11 33 
First Meth. Epis. Sunday-school, Wilkes-Barre, Penn. 8 00 
Congregational Sunday school, Painesville, Ohio....... 7 10 
Bethany Chapel Sabbath School, Brooklyn, N. Y...... 6 45 
Broadway Presb. Sunday-school, Logansport, Ind...... 6 00 
Presbyterian Sunday-school, Port Royal, Penn....... 5 66 
Second Presbyterian Sunday-school, Camden, N. J... 5 62 
Clay Street German Meth. Epis. Sunday-school, Louis- 

Wibhe, Tigisisnscsiisccccisddecadsevcdissinsesecttaasbeutingh ~ 5 50 
Fifth Avenue Coll. Ref. Sunday-school, New York City 5 35 
German Otterbine Sunday-school, Baltimore, Md...... 5 00 
Presbyterian Sabbath-school, Falls Church, Va........ - 43 
South Broad St. Baptist Sunday-school, Philadelphia. 3 30 
Fourth Moravian Sunday-school, Philadelphia........ - 310 
First Congregational Sabbath-school, Norwich, Conn. 2 58 
First Congregational Sunday-school, East Haven, 

Cait iis cies cs date Saepanbbindin nbip tainty peuanhaieeneial - 240 
Congregational Sunday-school, Bound Brook, Coun... 2 30 
First Congregational Sunday-school, Topeka, Ka....... 2 20 
West Side Ave. Meth Epis. Sunday-school, Jersey 

CORE Th Fi ecsisicccncteskeginapindas osncacacdacoses aesdalicas 2 10 
Liberty Presbyterian Sabbath-school, Lewis Centre,O. 2 00 
Lodi Congregational Sunday-school, Hackensack, N.J. 1 72 
Baptist Sunday-school, Painesville, Ohio....... cowsesecse «=A. OS 
Sunday-school, Hambden, Ohio....... ...c.sssceeeeeceeees a 
Congregational Sunday-school, Brandon, Vt.........+++ 1 60 
Baptist Sunday-school, Medford, N. J........ aeausaiale. igus 
Presbyterian Sabbath-school, Glassboro’, N. J......+++« ae 
Baptist Sunday-school, Berlin, N. J.....sssecseeeerenee coe «61 25 
Baptist Sunday-school, Byberry, Pa.......s..seeeseeeees - 2 
Ridge Sunday-school of Painesville, Ohio ........-..0+ - 100 
Waterford Sunday-school, Minn ........ccseseeseeeeeeeeee va 85 
Owasco Baptist Sunday-school, Auburn, N. Y......... ~ 75 
Presbyterian Sunday-school, Port Penn, Del..........++ 75 
George's Road Baptist Sunday-schocl, New Bruns- 

Wick, Nh. J .ccvessercscccseswcsnpesiunsscede stentececces conse 60 
Infant-class Third Presbyterian Suuday-school, Tren- 

tome: INS Fecssnssscdiccssngsscésedenactectcacdedesscancoateinse 60 
Class of Boys in Fourth Presbyterian Sunday-school, 

LQUIBVII, EG, ccscenniscratncsrasnapicemicacupeesssbinsene 50 
Disciples Sunday-school, Painesville, Ohio........+-.++06 4l 
St. Augustine Sunday-school, Port Penn, Del..........+ 25 
Wrreit 6, Estehe Geah oss s cass doen cccscscers aavacdapcanpeabs on 10 





CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS. 

A child in his right estate is an animated interro- 
gation-point. He confronts every object and every 
statement with a “ How?” ora“ Why?” Tle asks 
idle questions, absurd questions, provoking questions, 
ill-timed questions, easy questions, and questions that 
the angels in heaven couldn't answer. LIlis questions 
are so many grappling-hooks, thrown out in every 
direction to gather in knowledge. They fly in our 
faces, get under our feet, catch in our conversation, 
annoy us in all sorts of ways. But blessed are ye 
who know how to smother the annoyance and 
improve the opportunity. 

It is as stupid to repel a child's questions with a 
“ Don't bother me!” as it would be to whip a kitten 
































POR SE 8 a ee pit sin’ aye “3 


Sets a aa 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


the prophet, “ Then shall ye seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your heart,” he 
expressed the same thought. 







[Vol. XIX. No. 7. 








for watching a mouse-hole. It is as wrong to snub 
your boy when he asks the reason of something as it 
would be to ridicule him for saying his prayers. If 
he asks his question at the wrong time, gently tell 
: him so; but be sure to remember the question, and 
t to answer it when the right time comes. 


is undoubtedly insufficient, and a simply secular 
scholarship, unaided by personal spiritual experience, 
or divine illumination, will make serious mistakes, 
We gain, first of all, the conception of imtentness of by reason of a lack of experimental acquaintance 
purpose, such as one has in endeavoring to find a lost with the subjects discussed in the Bible. But it does 
It is a! article, or to ascertain a secret, or to learn an obscure | not follow from the marked failures thus occasioned 
mean and cruel thing to laugh at a child, or to blame | fact, or to discover a missing friend. | that pious ignorance is sure to ascertain the truth on 


all biblical topics. Piety will find its constant 








It is a state of 
him for unseasonable questions, when he is so de- | 'mind in which one means, if possible, to succeed, and | 
% ' pendent on us for even the first principles of pro- | | the thoughts are bent upon the desired object. It is ‘reward in a diligent reading of God's word; but the 
priety. It is a wonder that he learns as soon as he | evident, then, that this idea must enter into our | reward will usually be in proportion to the accom- 
does when to keep silence and when to speak. No| treatment of the Scriptures. Reading them is not | Pabying intelligence. God uses appropriate means 
matter if he interrupts your reading of the story of | necessarily searching them. Reading is often per- | t© educate us in spiritual knowledge. He has * 
Adam and Eve, at morning worship, by asking where | formed so rarely, so briefly, so hastily, so thought- place, in our training, for grammars and dictionaries, 
“snakes stay in the winter.” Do your thoughts lessly, that it means little and accomplishes little. for concordances and commentaries, as well as for 
always stick closer to the text? If you want the | The reader has no serious purpose, but is moved by | prayer and Christian work. An Oxford Bible, dili- 
children to find interest and profit in the family | occasional impulse; orif he acts more regularly, does gently carried to meeting or read at home, will not 
worship, give them a little lee-way for questionseven | so simply as a matter of routine, or to quiet con- explain itself on all points. Fortunately the one 
there. science. But he who searches’ the Scriptures is con- grand fact which concerns all, that salvation is to be 
scious of a purpose. He wants to understand God's had by those who repent of sin and put faith in Jesus 
|word. He feels his need of divine direction. His | Christ as the appointed Redeemer, is so simple, and 
Again tell him so, with- | state of mind is well described in these directions of | }§ §° variously repeated, that _— need mistake. 
A false answer to his| Solomon: “ If thou criest after knowledge, and liftest But how misleading is the notion, that the reader 
question about the beginnings of life, for instance, is | up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her | who has no knowledge of the original Scriptures, or 
as wicked as anyother lie. as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures ;|f ancient geography and nations, or of Oriental 
' then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and | peculiarities of custom and speech, or of the differ- 
find the knowledge of God.” This leads a man to| ences of prose and poetry, or of the principles of 
say, as it were, to himself: “I must know my Bible interpretation, or of the history of theological opin- 
better. I must gain from it all the light I can on | 10M8, or of systems of faith and ecclesiasticism, can sit 
questions of fact, of truth, and of duty. I must not down and fill his vacant mind with the exact truth 
lose by neglect anything which it was intended to of scriptural doctrine, by reading over the chapters 
communicate to me. I must also so understand its | #24 verses! ; 
contents as to be able, in some measure, to guide others Nor should we pin our faith to the expositions of 
who may ask me to point out the way of life, or to others merely because the men are pious, and are 
explain a Christian doctrine.” successful as Christian workers. A man may have 
much love and little knowledge: he may have great 
persuasive and little logical power: he may be a good 
preacher and a poor theologian ; he may be’a success 
as a worker, and a failure as an exegete. There is 
many a brother whom we should gladly send to win 
a soul to Christ whom we would not trust to edit a 
series of lesson helps, or to expound the prophecies 
of Daniel or of Ezekiel. And yet the brother irs 
question might have a host of gospel-texts about 
salvation at his tongue’s end, and might be a diligent 
and delighted reader of his Bible, and might even be 
ready to teach us confidently all about the Apoca- 
lypse, and the precise meaning of every text bearing 
on the second coming of Christ. God never used 
Peter to do Paul's work. There is a place in the 
great field for pious ignorance, but it is not the 
place belonging to pious knowledge. 








The child's curiosity often leads him into fields 


where he may not range quite yet, or into waters 
that are too deep for him. 


out impatience or evasion. 





ee 


How often children are 
left to learn evil things of vulgar companions at 
school, which they might have been fortified against 
if parents had given wise heed to their questions at 
home. ‘The spirit with which even a little child will 
guard the sacred secrets of knowledge which its 
mother has entrusted to it is sometimes 
beautiful. 
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If a child asks a silly question, it is yours to find a 
wise answer, instead of flinging a blush over its face 
by making light of it. It requires no great ingenuity 
to bend any question so as to make it seem to point 
to some fact that is interesting or instructive. But 
most of these silly questions will not seem so simple 
if you put yourselt in the child's place. Consider 
how unused he is to the mental operations which go 
on in your case without any conscious effort. _Re- 
member that he has scarcely caught a glimpse at 
wide fields of knowledge with which you are famil- 
iar. What bungling work you would make of it, 
what silly questions you would ask, if you were set 
to work as a common sailor the first time you ever 
stepped on board a ship ! 


It is not unreasonable to claim that the idea in- 
cludes the devotion to the object of all necessary time. 
Searching is not done in a moment. 


It is a contin- 
uous, and not an 


instantaneous act. The woman 
searching for the coin occupied, quite possibly, the 
whole forenoon, or even the entire day. She looked 
everywhere, in the likely and then in the unlikely 
places, and, not discovering it, determined to make 
more thorough work. So she lighted her candle, and 
broom in hand, took the apartments in order, and 
swept each carefully, examining the dust ere she 
threw it out, until at last her efforts were rewarded 
with success. Similarly, one with a specific object 
a doubt to be removed, a needed promise 
to be found, a support for trembling faith, a solace in 
affliction, a direction as to duty—will seek anxiously 
through the Bible, chapter by chapter, book after 
book, till the gracious words appear. Or, when the 
purpose is more general, the search becomes like the 
exploration of a new country by a traveler, who maps 
You will realize then what a difference there is—in | carefully its geographical features, notes its popula- 
the good it does him and the comfort it is to you—/| tion, and inquires into its agricultural and mineral! An active and intelligent Sunday-school worker in St. 
between having him drink thirstily from the cup of | resources ; taking the time necessary to do this satis- 


s- | Louis has this to say on a question wich has received 
knowledge as you hold it to his lips, and your having \factorily. The Bible is a continent or a world of some attention in these columns : 
to pry his mouth open and pour it down! spir itual truth, and each reader may wander and 


examine and inquire daily, till life shall end, with- 
out exhausting the details of its riches and marvels. 

But then a search calls also for methods and imstru- 
mentalities. There is a reasonable and an unreason- 
able way of doing all things. 


ee ee 
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The golden time to teach a child is when he wants 
to learn. When he asks questions he meets you half- 
way. Discourage this enquiring spirit, show annoy- 
ance at this curiosity, and, by-and-by, the time will 
come, as he pores listlessly over his lessons, with his 
eyes on his books, but his thoughts on the play- 
vround, that you would give anything to have him 
bother you with his questions in the old, eager way. 


in view 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 
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As a Congregationalist, I must thank you for your well- pointed 
comments upon Dr. Means’s letter in The Times of January 27. 
The very best investment our denomination could make, at this 
time, would be in Sunday-school brains, so that we might at least 
be brought abreast of 1877 in this important work. We must 
make a very decided advance upon our present position in all that 
| pertains to this great Sunday-school interest, or we shall soon 

We predict from the | | occupy the extreme rear of all the denominations. Oh, when, 
the full meaning? The word “search,” in English, | outset the success of some men and the failure of | when, when will our people learn that the denomination or church 
conveys an emphatic idea, while the Greek verb, | others, because of the manner in which they set | Wi pean padhsye water? — rye be yeteres. 

° ° . ‘eee ° ° . ° . : an ediuy secure © largest and ric t part 
which it represents, carries a similar implication, | about .their undertakings. The woman, with her td 3! — 8 wes eee 
being used in the classics to denote the exploration of | lighted candle and broom, used appropriate measures. 
a country, the tracking of a wild beast, and the effort | She did not content herself with wringing her hands 
to find lost articles, and in the New Testament, to 


i represent a careful consultation of history, an exami- 





SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. 


It is easy to quote such a precept as that of Christ 
—‘‘Search the Scriptures;" but do we always take 
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Our comments on the Rev. Zachary Boyd’s metrical 


shedding tears, and uttering lamentations over her paraphrase of the Bible calls out this vigorous protest from 


lost coin. 


nee 
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nation of the recesses of the soul, and a diligent study 
When the woman, 
in the parable of the lost piece of silver, lighted a 
candle, swept the house, and sought diligently till | 
she found the missing coin, it was a case of searching. 
When the parenis of Jesus visited Jerusalem, in his 
boyhood, and after their departure missed him, and 


of obscure things in prophecy. 


returned, and for three days were busied seeking | exposition of its truths. 
him, with a sorrowful anxiety, until they discovered | 


him in the temple amid the learned doctors, that also | point. 


Was a case of searching. When God said through | can easily mislead the inexperienced. Mere learning 


Knowledge of Scripture will no more 
come to us without diligent search, than will the 
knowledge of missing pieces of silver. We must 
study the divine word with patient thought, with 
earnest prayer to him who inspired the men who 
wrote it, and with discriminating recourse to those 
Bible students, preachers, and writers who have 
devoted themselves for years to the acquisition and 





A word of wise caution should be uttered at this 
A multitude of half-truths on this subject 


a Scotch brother in Kansas: 


What think ye of these lines, quoted by you from The Christian 
World, being a parody on what the good old minister wrote? A 
friend of mine, Gabriel Neil, a well-known gentleman, scholar. and 
antiquary of no mean repute in Glasgow, in his day, who died 
at his residence, Edgefauld House, Springburn, near Glasgow, 
about sixteen years ago, edited in his leisure hours some of the 
Rev. Zachary Boyd's works, such as “ The Last Battle of the Soul 
in Death,” and part of “Zion’s Flowers.” This last was a metrical 
version of some of the leading events in holy writ. In the pre- 


face to this work, published about the year 1857 or 1858, Mr. Neil 
clearly showed that the lines quoted by The Christian World, as 
well as many other verses of a liké description, were not written 
by Mr. Boyd at all, but by others during his life, and even after 





his death, to ridicule his style, which was more forcible than ele- 
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gant. So that these lines are not a fair specimen of Mr. Boyd's 
writings, consequently he cannot be held responsible for the so- 
called prejudice of the Scotch against other sacred songs than S 
Buchanan’s metrical version of the Psalms of David. Of late) 
years, hymns have been sung in nearly all the Presbyterian churches 
in Scotland. Asa Scotchman, I am grieved to hear such silly 
words put into the mouth of the sturdy minister of the Barony. 
ounted not his life dear to him in 


who in his day and generation ¢ 
maintaining the cause of civil and religious liberty. | 

The lines in question were given as genuine, on an anni- 
versary occasion in the Barony Kirk, Glasgow. We quoted 
them for theirquaintness. If indeed they are not genuine, 
the blame of ascribing them to the old pastor of that kirk 
must rest with the people there. 


The question, “How shall we get good books for the 
Sunday-school library?” cannot be satisfactorily answered 
until those who ask it will answer this other question, 
“ What do you mean by good books for the Sunday-school 
library ?” “There are books of all sorts in the market, and 
one Sunday -school committee chooses what another such 


“THERE 18S NU HOUSE WITHOUT ITS 
‘HUSH!’ ” 
BY LILLIE E. BARR. 


There is no house without its “ Hush!” 
The mother keeps 
Sweet vigils o'er the snowy sheet, 
That wraps the restless form so sweet, 
The little dimpled hands and feet : 
The mother keeps 
Delightful watch. With rosy blush 
And lifted finger whispers, “ Hush! 
The baby sleeps.” 


There is no house without its * Hush!” 
The mother keeps 
Such anxious watch, and kneeling prays, 
“ Ah God, so few have been lis days! 
So sweet and gentle are his ways!” 
The mother keeps 
A lifted prayer, till she can say, 
“Hush! bush! tread noiselessly to-day 


He sleeps! he sleeps!” 





committee rejects. A cérrespondent from Massachusetts 


has, however, something to say concerning the responsi- | 
bility of writers and publishers for the books they prepare | 


for or offer to the Sunday-school. 

A great difficulty about the matter is that these injurious books 
sell best, and are molt eagerly read. How can the great multitude 
of purchasers and readers be brought to right views and practice 
Yet there 
The writers and pub- 


in this respect? It seems almost an endle task 
should be work in that direction, doubtless 
lishers are less numerous. Can they be moved to reform? Most of 
them, if not all, profess to be Christians and to seek wse/u/ness more 
ng and publishing 


than gain. Can they not be led to see that the wi 


of injurious books is wrong? and to understand that even pious 


talk. or a religious story, that enfeebles the ined by want 

of really valuable thought, is injurious? I do not > much | 
difference between the mor lity of making and selling injurious | 
books, if they are true and religious even, for the sake of getting | 


money by it, and making and selling rum and whiskey for the 
sake of getting money by that. Each is injuring people for the 
sake of getting money. Js there much difference in the morality 
of the deeds? 

We certainly agree with the writer as to the responsi- 
bility of publishers for the books they publish. The 


managers of a religious publishing house ought to issue 


only those books for the Sunday-school which they deem | 


suitable to the Sunday-school. The desire of teachers or 
scholars for something else in no degree lessens the pub- 
lishers’ responsibility. Ifa religious publishing house does 
nothing more than meet existing demands for books it is 
doing only what any irreligious publishing house would 
do for the money to be made by it. 


Because we believe that others are interested in the 
question broached by the writer of the following note, we 
give it here a place with comment: 

Please give us your idea in The Times about the heathen There 
are persons here in our community who contend that they go to 
heaven before they have the gospel preached to them, because they 
are ignorant 
them ? 


What use then is it for us to send missionaries to 
According to my opinion, if these persons are right. we 
must count the New Testament a book of fiction. See Acts 4. 10-14, 
and fifty other passages that I could cite. 


As to the duty of sending missionaries to the heathen, 


the Rev. Dr. William M. Taylor has well said, that the | 


question is not so'much whether the heathen can be saved 
if they do not receive the gospel, as whether we can be 
saved if we refuse to send it to them; for the command on 
That Jesus Christ is the 
only Saviour is emphatically taught in the Scriptures. That 
h» saves all young children who have not personally sinned, 
even though they have not intelligently trusted in him, all 
Protestant Christians believe. If in a state of heathenism 


us is explicit and imperative. 


a man recognizes his sinfulness, and desires to be saved ; if being—to my taste, much+more like what I think Jesus 
he proves his desire to please God and to be accepted of 


him by his faithfulendeavor to obey all of God’s command- 
ments of which he has any knowledge ; and if in a sense 


of his lack at his best estate, that man trusts God to save | 
him—a sinner—in God’s own way, we believe that the 
faith of that man—as evidenced by his faithfulness—will be 


accepted as faith in the only Saviour, even though the man 
has never heard of Jesus. In this sense it is that we read 
Peter's declaration that “ God is no respecter of persons ; 
but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 


righteousness, is accepted with him.” To any in heathen- 


dom, whose hearts are thus inclined to the truth, the mis- | 


sionary’s message of salvation by Jesus Christ comes as it 
came to Cornelius the centurion. 
tly accepted. And to many who were not before inclined 
to the right, the preaching of the gospel becomes a means 
of awakening and of turning into the way of salvation. On 
this question of the state of the heathen, an article by the 
Rev Samuel Miller, on another page of this paper, will be 
read with terest just now. 


It is instantly and heart- 


There is no house without its “ Hush! 
Joy holds no lease, 
And up and down each silent hall, 
Love hears Death’s solemn footsteps fall, 
And answers mutely to his call. 
Joy holds no lease, 
We have no words Death's will to stay, 
We only hush our moans, and say, 
™ Depart in peace,” 


There is no soul without its ‘ Hush!” 
Life hath surecease 


Sweet restful pauses, when we hear 


Some wondrous voice, low, sweet, and clear, 
Say, “Come, beloved, for I am here,”’ 
Life hath surcease, 
Calm, holy hours when we are “still,” 
And hush our souls to all God's will, 
In perfect peace. 





BY THE REV. WILLIAM M. BAKER. 
I know a lady who seems to have everything that heart 
could wish, 


| SUBSTANCE AND STILADOW. 


She hives inacity which its citizens regard 
| as by fur the most desirable of all places on earth to dwell 
| in. Her house is a palace, and is amply supplied with the 
| best furniture, pictures, pianos, stationery, books, as well 
‘as thoroughly trained servants. She sits down to a table 
|laden with every delicacy, and has her carriage waiting 
at her door, when the weather is pleasant, to go abroad. 
Her husband is very rich, but is none the less an excellent 
man, as well as a highly intelligent and devoted companion. 
She has some of the loveliest children, very roses in bloom 
and sweetness, nor did I ever know any lady who combined 
in herself to quite so remarkable a degree absolute health, 
personal beauty, loveliness of disposition, high culture, 
sparkling wit, and talent amounting almost to genius. 
Around so magnetic a centre there is attracted, as you 
| may well suppose, quite a circle of admiring and loving 
| friends, old and new; and she is never without guests, who, 





in their ever changing and charming variety, give to her 
parlors the continually diversified brightness which is lent 
to her gardens by the succession of flowers, according to 
their radiant seasons. If 1 add that, at the first feeling of 
weariness with her home, she can fly, almost as freely as a 


| bird, to sea-shore or mountain, Saratoga or Europe, I leave 
| even then the picture of this dear, personal friend of mine 
incomplete. 

Now, among the thousand beautiful objects in her house, 
there is a bronze image of Christ. It came from Italy, I 
believe, and is not like other representations of Christ in 


must have been. My friend respects, esteems, admires, and 
in a certain way, loves the Person who is thus represented, 
very much indeed. Not in her conversation alone. She 
writes very beautiful poetry, and loves to crown her Christ 
with the laurels of victory, the roses of affection, the 
diadems even, as of a coming king. I dare not say but 
| that, brought into a certain sympathy with the Son of man 
_by reason of the loss of children in days past, she bas 
| moistened the marks of his dying agonies with her tears: 





| more still, she believes in him as he stood, centuries since, 
| by the sepulchre of Lazarus, and in him as he will sit cen- 
turies, it may be, hence, upon the throne of the universe 
| I will go so far as to say that she sincerely believes in him 
| as this moment living in heaven, and holding in his loving 
| arms her dead children, who are alive with him there 
forever. r 
Gladly acknowledging all this of my friend, I fear that 
none the less Jesus is little more to her than is the bronze 
Christ of her parlor! I would like to ask her, but as I 


these lines—How is it with you? You may not have a 
statue of Christ in your home, of brass or marble, not even 
a picture of him upon your wall or in your Bible; all you 
may own of Jesus may be the image of him in the print of 
your copy of the Seriptures—a mere paper Son of God, no 
more to you than, as I often fear, her bronze Christ is to 
the estimable lady of whom I have spoken. Iam glad if 
[am wrong. It is easy to find out. Do you sincerely 
believe that Jesus is the Son of the living God? that he 
became man, and lived and died for you? that he 
is an actual, loving, diving Friend and Saviour, nearer to 
you, this instant and always, than any other person? 
Have you ever felt your own individual need of Jesus as 
being a sinful and lost, and otherwise helpless, creature, 
I do not ask whether 
you respect and admire Jesus in an artistic way, as @ very 


who can be saved by none other? 


noble character of history—the noblest, in faci, of all—but 
[ do ask, “Is that all?” Ido not think that Peter sink- 
ing in the water regarded him in that way only when he 
Lord save, I perish foe? 
knew that the lady I have alluded to clasped the feet of 
Jesus as the other woman did, saying with her, “Mv 
Master!” I would be better content. What I fear is, that 
she having never as yet felt herself to be a perishing sinner, 


reached out his hand, erying, “ 


Jesus Christ is to her but as the noblest and most beautiful cf 
all the luxuries outside of herself which she owns. How 
I would like to press upon her the question, if 1 had the 
opportunity, ‘Is your Redeemer, that supreme Saviour 
reigning within you rather, whom you not only admire, 
but whom, also, you so entirely love that you are willing 
to submit to him when he crosses and thwarts you in all 
else that you most desire?” 

I think, dear reader, you understand what I am trying 
to say. Is Jesus throned in your heart, your only Lord 
and Master? Or is he purely a beautiful object outside of 
yourself; in your parlor, framed and on your wall, 
described in the pages of your Bible—to you nothing more 
than a Christ of paint or bronze or paper? 





KNOWLEDGE AT HAND. 
BY THE REV. A. MCELROY WYLIE. 

Every earnest worker is grateful for the lessons derived 
from the experience of others, and a hint or two received in 
the early part of the day may greatly multiply the effective- 
ness of our labors. None, we think, will question what was 
suid in a former article as to the advantage of a compre- 
hensive plan in arranging and conserving our knowledge. 

Let us begin with the English dictionary. An un- 
abridged dictionary should be kept ever at hand and regu- 
larly studied. It will afford us many a telling illustration, 
and some eminent man has remarked that it is often more 
profitable for us to know the history of a word than the lite 
of a notable character. Besides this large dictionary for 
constant use, we should possess another one which ought to 
be kept at hand as a receptacle for small seraps and to 
serve as a general index. (A pot of mucilage or paste is 
indispensable.) If a dictionary of this sort is covered with 
thick cloth having strong strings attached to the cover, it 
will hold almost a countless number of valuable scraps. 
These can be pasted on the marginal edge, touching the 
under side of the edge of each scrap with paste, and thus 
fastened to the margin. In this way the space betwe 1 
each two leaves will hold a great many, and the printed 
matter will not be pasted over. All short hmts as to tlic 
use of words and new discoveries as to words are thus 
lodged “where they will do the most good.” Short illus- 
trations upon given subjects can also be put m their proper 
places. Valuable receipts and suggestions can also be 
arranged in the same manner, and short references can be 
written opposite certain words leading to fuller information 
upon the subjects. 

We take it for granted that our reader has an “Index 
Rerum” and keeps it at hand during all his reading. The 
importance of this guide has often been dwelt upon. 

The dictionary, thus used, affords a nucleus; from this 
center one may work out through an extended and orderly 
system. Every worker who aims above every-day com- 
mon-place ought also to have an encyclopwdia of universal 
knowledge. Let him use this encyclopaedia as he uses his 
scrap dictionary. Let him read all his papers with a pair 
of seissors in his hand. If the rest of the family must also 
read the same papers, then let him mark the pieces to be 
ent out, and enjoin upon the members of the household to 
return him the papers for dissection. He should drop the 
pieces in his encyclopedia in the places where the subjects 
would naturally arrange themselves. In this way every 
conceivable thing can be preserved and made perfectly 
accessible. When a large number of these layer scraps are 
accumulated, they may be transferred to a scrap-book « 
voted to that snecial subject, and the scran-books can | 





| cannot at this momént, I will ask you instead, who read 


added tp according as they gredemanded. Here.befure we 
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is quite a row, cach one labeled distinctly upon the outside. 
The scraps bearing upon “Education” will accumulate 
perhaps the most rapidly ; paste them in ascrap-book titled 
“Education.” Here also are those marked: “ Bible,” 
“Phases of Modern Infidelity,” “Religion and Science,” 
“Prayer,” “ Providence,” “ Wit,” “ Woman,” “ Christian 
Working,” etc. The one on “Sunday-schools” will, per- 
haps (and others as well), need an index and subdivisions. 
This can be readily done on one of the blank leaves at the 
beginning. Thus you may have “ Architecture,” “ Atten- 
tion,” “ Books,” “Classes,” ‘“ Forms,” “Teaching,” “Super- 
intendent,”’ etc. 

One should also have a scrap-book for each of the great 
cities, —“ Jerusalem,” “ Athens,” ‘ Rome,” “ Paris,” ‘ Lon- 
don,” “New York,” “ Philadelphia,” and the others. We 
should, moreover, no‘ fail to provide a scrap-book titled 
“Tilustrations.” In this should be placed those illustra- 
tions which are short and really good, even if they must be 
copied from the book. These it will be necessary to look 
over frequently, in order to have them at perfect command. 

For infrequent topics it will be quite sufficient to provide 
oneself with large envelopes with square edges on which 
one can write the name and titles of subjects. For example, 
here are, ‘Criminals, Death,” “Air, Ventilation,” ‘Last 
Words,” “ Fashion, World’s Vanity,” etc. Where statistics 
are cut out, let the date always be written on the scrap. 

In addition to the above, make pockets of the blank 
leaves in your standard books, by pasting together the 
lower and side edges; into these pockets can be stored 
many useful items and suggestions bearing upon the sub- 
jects of the volumes containing them. For example, here 
is a volume of “Trench on Miracles,” and you will 
find in the pocket some yaluable and original matter, 
written by a thinking man, and published in a religious 
newspaper many years ago. In the course of time a large 
uumber of the books in one’s library may thus be possessed 
of added wealth, and, best of all, these added stores will be 
at one’s immediate command. Ore should also have com- 
mon-place'vooks for various purposes. Here are a number 
just at hand bearing such titles as “Theology,” “Sermon 
Notes” (Nos. 1, 2, 3), “Culture and Religion,” “ Philoso- 
phy.” Then have a pocket note-book always with you, in 
order to bring down and fix the thoughts that are on the 
wing. Traustix them at the pencil-point, and as fast as you 
till up one note-book add another and another. 

But most of all in importance is a proper arrangement 
for making the most of the divine word. We take it for 
granted you have a Bible Index: if you have not, then 
don't delay to get one immediately. Fifty cents will thus 
furnish you with the best possible aid. We also take it 
for granted that you have one of the best reference Bibles 
with a limp binding which will last for your life-time. Get 
this interleaved, or get a copy with ample margins, on 
which you can make notes. Whenever you hear a difficult 
text or passage expounded, take hints on a scrap of paper, 
and transfer these to your Bible for preservation. It is a 
most valuable habit to spend an hour Sabbath evening, be- 
fore retiring, in writing out a digest of the sermons heard 
during the day, or the lessons taught or received. One 
cannot overestimate the value of such a training as will 
thus be secured in the course of a few years. As such 
excellent hints have been given in The Times on the mark- 
ing of Bibles, we forbear to add anything on that topic. 

But some of our readers, we think, are exclaiming as to 
the elaborateness of the system detailed above, and de- 
claring, ‘‘ Weil! it is utterly beyond me to pursue such an 
extended plan as this!” But let us urge the whole of it 
for any oue in the ministry or preparing for the sacred office, 
and also for Bible class teachers, and all who have a fair 
proportion of leisure at their command. Indeed, it will 
prove a great (ime saver. As to others, they will find they 
can adopt some part of it. A prominent divine, looking 
over this plan, exclaimed, “Sir, if I had begun thirty-five 
years ago with such a system, it would have saved me 
several years of my life, and would have rendered my work 
far more efficient.” The Sunday-school department might 
be made one for special consideration. 





SALVATION OF THE HEATHEN. 
BY THE REV. SAMUEL MILLER. 


A> fair average of various estimates of the population of | 


our globe makes it about twelve hundred millions. Of 
this number, some eight hundred millions are heathen—in 


the broad sense of that worl; are not Christians in even | the greater number of mankind as finally lost? “ Wide,” 


national denomination. What a tide of immortality set- 
ting toward eternity and the judgment! More than half 
a million of them die every week; more than seventy 
thousand every day; nearly three thousand every hour; 
almost fifty every minute! Are any of the‘heathen saved ? 
A momentous question indeed ! é , 
Unhesitatingly it will be said, Yes, same of them are 








saved: for some of them, in every age, have heard the 
glad tidings of the Crucified One, have looked to him and 
lived. Our own ancestors, when Christ came into the 
world, and long afterward, were heathen; and the same is 
true of all Christian nations, 

But that does not answer the question in its true intent. 
Are any of the heathen saved without hearing of Christ ; 
without the knowledge of his name, or of his atoning sacri- 
fice for sinners ? 

This question supposes the heathen, in themselves, to be 
lost—to be, by nature, and, if they live long enough, by 
practice, sinners; that, in themselves, they are under con- 
demnation just like sinners in Christian lands; that the 
way of salvation, therefore, is the same for both. All 
who are saved are saved from sin; saved not only from 
guilt,—that is, from liability to punishment,—but also, 
measurably, from sin’s power, from its pollution and bond- 
age. Do any of the heathen who have not heard and em- 
braced the gospel give evidence of such salvation? Those 
best qualitied to judge have often assured us that they 
have never met with such heathen. 

The Scriptures certainly set forth Christ as the only 
Saviour. “Neither is there salvation in any other; for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we wnust be saved” (Acts 4: 12). “ Whosoever,” 
says the Apostle, as if in reply to the very question in 
hand, “shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear with- 
out a preacher?” (Rom. 10: 13, 14.) 

It 1s certain, however, that. the heathen wi:l be judged 
alone by the light they have had; not by the gospel, if 
they have never heard it, but only by the law written on 
their hearts (Rom 2: 12,14. 15). And it is also certain 
that their condemnation will be much more tolerable than 
the condemnation of those who perish under the light of 
the gospel (Matt. 11: 22-24; 12: 41, 42). 

But thus far, only heathen of discreet age, capable of 
receiving and believing the truth in Jesus, have been con- 
sidered. Take now another view of the case. Are any of 
the heathen saved? Yes, certainly the larger part; yea, a 
greater proportion of them than of the people in Christian 
lands! Is this declaration startling? It can be so only for 
lack of information and reflection. It is quite safe to say, 
that, even in countries blessed with gospel light, one third 
of all born into the world die in infancy. And it is certain 
that, in heathen countries, many more, in the aggregate, 
than one half, die before reaching the age of accountability 
That age, we may well suppose, is not, as a rule, reached 
so early among the heathen as among us, because of the 
later development of their mental and moral powers. 
Moreover, in what a frightful degree—frightful except as it 
is peopling heaven so fast with blood-bought souls—in- 
fanticide prevails in heathen countries, especially the most 
populous of them—the Kast Indies and China. Truly 
“the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of 
cruelty” (Psa. 74 : 20). 

Evidently, the excess in number of dying heathen 
infants over infants dying in gospel lands is far greater 
than the whole number, in the latter, of true believers. 

Here, then, is the proof of our double assertion: the 
larger part of the heathen are saved: yea, a greater propor- 
tion of them than of nominal Christians. How strangely 
the Almighty makes even the wrath of man to praise him! 
(Psa. 76:10). ‘“ How unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11: 33.) 

It is sometimes hastily concluded that the Bible teaches 
that by far the greater part of the human race must finally 
perish in sin. Never was a conclusion more utterly 
groundless. By far the greater part will finally be saved— 
all but an inconsiderable fragrhent. Doubtless more than 
half of the whole race die in infancy. To this number we 
are to add thatof all true believers. Then, the time is 
coming when “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9). How 
long shall this blessed time last? Some say a thousand 





years; others, making a year of each prophetic day of those 
thousand, say three hundred and sixty thousand years. | 
And how vast the population of our globe will become, 
increasing, as it must, during this millenium, with hereto- | 
fore unexampled rapidity, and wasted by none of the de- 
stroyers that now ravage our earth. 


But does not our Saviour represent the case differently — 


he says, “is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which gqin thereat.” And 
again, “strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matt. 
7:18, 14). Remember, Jesus is here speaking of only 
those of discreet vears, and of the passing dispensation, 
which still continues. 





If more of the heathen than of the inhabitants of Chris- 
tian lands are now saved, why send the gospel to those who 
know it not? To this natural question there is a ready 
answer: The Lord has commanded it, and haus written this 
law, not only in the divine oracles, but also upon 
the fleshly table of the heart of every one of his true 
children. “Go ye... and teach all nations” (Matt. 
28:19). As the famous soldier-duke said, “ There are your 
marching orders!’ Yea, and the heathen shall be un- 
speakably blessed, even if we, as yet, know not exactly and 
fully how, by the glad tidings of the cross. Certainly, 
without their evangelization, the glorious promise that “ the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea,” could never be fulfilled. 

The condition of the heathen should not excite our sym- 
pathy less, but the condition of nominally Christian nations 
much more, than it does. If a larger proportion of the 
latter than of the former perish forever, and go down, too, 
to a far deeper, more intolerable woe, how should every 
pious heart be burdened with the thought! 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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THE HATEFUL BOY. 
BY CLARA G. DOLLIVER. 


There was no other name for him,—he was a hateful 
boy, and everybody knew it. He stole little Jimmy 
Jones's marbles out of his bag, and threw them into the pond. 
It was Jimmy’s Christmas present, too, and ad he got, 
but the hateful boy didn’t care for that. And when Willie 
Jones lost his little package of “good” tickets out of his 
book, and the hateful boy picked them up, what do you 
think he did? Kept them? No, indeed, ne knew better 
than that; Miss Lane would laugh at the idea of his hav- 
ing fifteen “ goods;” he that was always as naughty in 
school as could be! He told Willie Jones not to ery, that 
he was going to build a little bonfire after school on the 
flat rock, and he might come and see it. He wouldn't 
invite any other boy, he said, but poor Willie! he had 
lost his tickets, and it was too bad. So Willie went; he 
wanted his brother Jimmy to go too, but the hateful boy 
—his name was Oscar—said, “ No, only Willie can come.” 
It has been noticed that the hateful boy never does have 
but. one victim on his hands at a time. 

The bonfire was kindled and lit, and burned up finely ;* 
Willie enjoyed it, too,—boys always do enjoy bonfires,— 
and had entirely forgotten the loss which had so nearly 
broken his heart, when Oscar pulled out a small packet, 
tied with a piece of yellow string. Willie recognized it 
instantly, and bounded forward, crying, “ Oh! did you find 
them? Where did you find them?” 

Oscar tantalized him for a long time, holding them over 
Willie’s head, putting them almost into his hand, then 
snatching them away again; always keeping an eye on 
the bonfire, and occasionally throwing on a chip or two. 

Poor little Willie, half laughing and half crying, half 
delighted and half terrified, followed Oscar round, and 
begged him for his tickets, promising to give him a wooden 
horse that only had three legs and the tail gone, if he 
would; Oscar considered the proposition for quite a while, 
and then declined; Willie begged, and for answer the hate- 
ful boy drew one of the tickets out of the package and 
threw it into the fire; when the little owner cried, he 
laughed, and said if Willie would crawl on his hands and 
knees down to the pine-tree and back, he might have the 
fourteen that were left. Willie looked at his pants and 
said he couldn't, it would wear the knees out; his mother 
made them, and she was a widow, and poor. 

“Very well!” said Oscar, and threw another ticket into 
the fire. 

Willie wrung his hands, and offered to give his tormentor 
his little yellow chicken, the dearest thing he had in the 
world. “Don’t want it! Wouldn’t be bothered with it!” 
replied Oscar. “Come, start off! Pretty soon there won't 
be but eleven, if you stand there Llabbing.” 

Willie said he couldn’t, and then, as another “good” 
dropped into the fire, cried out that he would, and, puil- 


| ing his pants up above his knees, he started off, scratching 


and tearing his tender skin, and marking every inch of the 
way with tears and blood; Oscar urging him on with jeers 
and yells of delight. 

Just before he reached the pine-tree, something bright 


| caught Willie's eye, it looked like money, and was close up 


by astone. He did not touch it, nor say a word, for he 
began to suspect by this time that Oscar was a very un- 
pleasant companion; but he marked the place with his eye, 
and determined to come back alone and see what it was. 

“Come, hurry up; hurry up!” said Oscar. “There comes 
a man, and I'm afraid it’s my father!” 


Willie hurried up the best he could, but the sharp 
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grasses and sticks and stones hurt his knees more going 
back, and he had to stop and wipe away his tears every 
few minutes; at last, however, he reached the stone where 
Oscar stood, and, without saying a word, held out his 
hand for the tickets. Without a word, Oscar tossed them 
into the fire, where they shrivelled up and turned to 
cinders in a moment. 

“Oh! what did you do it for?” cried out Willie, in tones 
of the utmost despair. 

Oscar laughed; so long and loud that he did not hear 
the footsteps of the man approaching, and before he knew 
what was coming, he felt himself grasped roughly by the 
collar, while a stern voice said, “ You little scamp, what are 
you doing?” Oscar gasped, and the man turned to Willie. 

Mid sobs and tears Willie explained. “And he put 'em 
in the fire after al//” he concluded, tearfully. 

“ What's his name? Oscar what?” asked the stranger. 

“Oscar Folansbee,” was the reply. 

“What did you crawl on your bare knees for?” was the 
next question. 

“I couldn't wear holes in my pants,” said Willie; “my 
mother has to mend ’em, and she’s poor, and always tired.” 

“Is that so?” said the man kindly. “ Well, I'll tell you 
how you can earn half a dollar for her. I lost some money 
out of my pocket somewhere in this field, and if you'll hunt 
for it, I will give you a quarter anyhow, and if you find it, 
[ll give you half a dollar.” 

Willie did not even stop to pull his trousers down, but 
ran towards the pine-tree where he had seen the shining 
thing that looked like money; and in a few moments he 
brought to the stranger, in the palm of his little brown 
hand, the lost ten-dollar gold piece. But when the owner 
wished him to take the reward, he said, bashfully: “I 
never hunted for it, sir. I just saw it there when I was 
crawling.” 

“Take it, mychild,” said the man; “vou lost your tickets, 
but you have gained something for your pain and trouble. 
As for this youngster, I know his father, and I'll just take 
him home tohim.” And, as he said it, he gave Oscar a 
shake by no means gentle. 

And who do you suppose this gentleman was? The 
hateful boy’s own uncle, from Australia, after whom Oscar 
was named. 

Kitty Folansbee whispered to Willie the next day, that 
her brother had lost a pony by what he had done about 
those tickets ; so hateful boys sometimes get punished 
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PRAYER-MEETING TOPICS. 

There is more system in prayer-meeting methods than 
formerly. And this does not indicate any less warmth of 
feeling, or less depth of spirituality in the conduct of such 
meetings. When members of achurch or of a Sunday- 
school know before they come together for prayer and con- 
ference what they are to confer about, and what they are 
to pray over, they can be quite as hearty in all the exercises 
of the hour as if they had given them no preliminary 
thought; and they can be a great deal more intelligent 
in the treatment of the subject under consideration. 

We have already given a number of schedules for prayer- 
meeting topics. Several others are before us. We call 
attention to two of these. 

The First Presbyterian Church, of Leavenworth, Kansas, 
arranges its prayer-meeting topics, at the opening of the 
year, for the twelve months ensuing. The objects of the 
stated benevolent contributions of the church are assigned 
in their order to the first prayer-meetings of the month on 
which the collections are severally taken. For example, 
the topics of the first three months of 1877 are as follows: 

January 3. Foreign Missions,, Matt 28: 19. 

“ 10. New Things.of God, Rev. 21: 5. 
“ 17. Daily Benefits, Psa. 68: 19. 
“24. Co workers, 2 Cor. 6: 1. 

‘* 31. Test of Character, 2 Cor. 13: 5. 

February 7. Education, Acts 22: 3. 

“14. Refusing and Results, John 5: 40. 
“21. God’s Loving Memory, Heb. 6: 9, 10. 
“23. True and False Prayer, Luke 18: 1-14. 

March 7. Outcome of Good, Gen 45: 5. 

** 14. Influence of a Holy Family, 2 Tim. 1: 5. 
21. Office of the Spirit, John 16: 7-13. 
28. It is the Lord, 1 Sam. 3: 18. 

Various missionary fields are similarly designatea for 
special prayer at the “monthly concerts” in their turn, 
As, for instance : 

January, Missions in general. 

February, China. 

March, Mexico. 

April, India. 

The annual list of these topics is printed on a small four- 
page leaflet for general distribution. On the outer pages 





of this leaflet are given the hours of the stated services of 
the church, and a lisi of its officers; also an invitation to 
the prayer-meetings, together with sueh good suggestions 
and pertinent questions as these, to the members of the 
church : 
HINTS. 

Come on time to the prayer-meeting, and occupy the nearest 
vacant seat to the leader of the meeting. 

Join heartily in the singing. 

Speak or pray briefly. and to the point. 


QUESTIONS FOR EVERY MEMBER 
1. AmI doing my full duty to both Sabbath services? 
the Sabbath school and prayer-meeting ? 
2. Am I doing my full duty to the poor, the sick, the serious, the 
benevolent work of the church ? the social work ? 
3. When God calls, in what napkin will he find my talent 
wrapped up? or will it have gained another talent? 


Also, to 


The Congregational Church at East Hartford, Conn., fol- 
lows the International Lessons in its list of prayer-meeting 
topics. We quote its assignment of topics for this month 
and next: 

February 1. 1 Kings 18: 5-18. 
necessarily fellowship. 

February 8. 1 Kings 18: 19-20. The ground and power of a 
courageous faith. 

February 15. 1 Kings 18: 35-45. 
course of nature 

February 22. 1 Kings 19: 8-13. The methods of God's revela- 
tion of himself. 

March 1. 1 Kings 21: 4-14. 

March 8, 2 Ixings 2: 1-12. 

March 15. 2 Kings 2 : 13-25. 

March 22. 
evil. 

March 29. 1 Kings 13: 1-33. Religious perplexities. 


Among the wise words printed on the East Hartford 
schedule are these : 


Association with the wicked not 
The relation of prayer to the 


Covetousness. 
What is death ? 
Transmitted influence. 
2 Kings 8: 7-16. Danger from the natural growth of 


CONDITIONS OF A GOOD MEETING 
Go. 
. Go heartily and regularly, 
Go with an active mind. 
Go with something to contribute. 
Go expecting something to be gained. 
When there, put mind and heart into it, 
. Express animated thought. 
. Offer sincere, earnest, brief prayers. 


Oran © do 


RESULTS TO BE EXPECTED. 

1. A common feeling,—Christian fellowship. 

2. Spiritual illumination,—Christian knowledge. 

3. An invigorated faith—Christian character. 

We received the Leavenworth outline from James L. 
Abernethy; that for East Hartford from John B. Smith. 
Either of these gentlemen would doubtless give other infor- 
mation if asked to do so. 





CHILDREN'S COVENANTS. 


Not long ago a correspondent inquired what “form of a 
covenant to be signed by young people.in the Sunday- 
school” could be commended by us as judicious. We 
called attention then to the covenant of a “ Christian 
Band” in use in a Sunday-school in Geelong, Australia. 
That covenant was designed as a mutual pledge of young 
disciples of Christ to be active and faithful in their Master's 
service. 


The Rev. W. F. Crafts, of New Bedford, Mass., now 


writes to us with the suggestion, that our former corres- | 


pondent may have desired information concerning a cove- 
nant, or pledge of dedication for children who have not been 
called disciples of Christ; and that in such event the form 
adopted for “The Children’s Christian Band” of Surrey 
Chapel, London, will meet the want expressed. This pledge 
we reprint herewith from Mr. Crafts’s “The Bible and the 


Sunday-school.” 


Dear Little Friend : | 


Can you from your heart, answer “ Yes" to the follow- 1 
ing questions ?— 

Do you love Jesus? 

Are you trusting in Jesus as your own precious S«viour? 

Will you try, by the help of Jesus, to give up everything 
that is sinful? 

Will you try to be more like Jesus every day? 





“MY LAMBS.” | “SEEK ME EARLY.” 





Residence, - 





Name, 














If we mistake not, this covenant is similar to that used 
so widely by the Rev. E P. Hammond. Indeed, the special 


} 
| 


annie. 


Mr. Crafts says of the use of pledges of this character, 
that they “are given to the children to carry home, think 
about, pray about, talk with parents about, and then 
thoughtfully sign if they wish.” And he adds: “The ques- 
tions are all simple, and yet quite comprehensive of the 
essentials in beginning a Christian life. We have in our own 
Sunday-school a ‘Children’s Christian Band,’ of forty, who 
have very thoughtfully taken this covenant, and meet for 
half an hour after Sunday-school for a prayet-meeting in 
charge of Mrs. Crafts, being taught the truth which they 
need to carry out this covenant. I know there are bun- 
dreds of persons who see the fitness and need of children’s 
prayer-meetings, but have no ‘covenant’ or plan to start 
upon. I think this covenant, with a half-hour meeting 
each Sabbath in charge of some spiritual and child-loving 
leader, who shall teach the children, from six to fifteen, to 
pray, and live, and follow Christ, by thoughtrul words and 
pleasant exercises, are all the appliances necessary for such 
a work.” 








In the work of ascertaining who of the scholars are 
proper members for such a “Christian Band,” some 
workers may prefer to adopt a method in use in the First 
Congregational Sunday-school, of Milford, Conn, where the 
superintendent writes a note in this form: 

My Dear FRIEND: 

I hope you are a Christian. If so, I should be happy to receive 
from you a brief account, in writing, of the date of your conver- 
sion, and the circumstances attending it. 

If not a Christian, you know you ought to be one now. Will 


yon not start with us in the new life, and begin to serve God at 
once ? 


Your pastor, your teacher, or myself, will be very happy to direct 
you on the way. 

You have my earnest prayer that the year upon which we have 
entered may be the happiest year of your whole life. 

You can make it so if you will come to Jesus now. 

Your loving superintendent, 
Geo. F. Piatt. 

Let it not, however, be deemed important that a child 
should be able to give the date of his conversion, or of the 
circumstances attending it. If he cannot remember the 
time when he did not love and trust the Lord Jesus as_ his 
Saviour, and gives good evidence that he is now a faithful 
disciple, he ought not to be worried because he has no 
experience to relate of active and prolonged labors in the 
service of Satan. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOK-MARKS. 


It is evident that the varied methods and agencies re- 
ported in this department of “ Ways of Working” are care- 
fully canvassed by intelligent workers, and that the best 
things here noticed from one field are made available in 
others. Moreover, one good method suggests another ; and 
there are wise adaptations and improvements in the new 
use of these varied instrumentalities. 

Mr. H. M. Capp, of Lebanon, Penn., superintendent of 
the Bible School of the Evangelical English Mission 
Church, refers to the “ Sunday-school book-mark,” designed 
by Mr. H. R. Clissold, of Chicago, which we described 
some months ago, with its list of golden texts and its an- 
nouncement of the church services. This idea Mr. Capp 
has improved on by adding the Sunday-school programme, 
with its responsive sentences. So on this convenient and 
tasteful book-mark, on colored paper folded so as to make 
three leaves, each teacher and scholar can have, always 
ready at hand, the order of worship in the school, a list of 
the lessons and the golden texts in full for a year, a list of 


| the various church services, with a mention of their times 





of holding ; also timely words of invitation given in the 
name of the church. 

In sending this form of book-mark, Mr. Capp makes a 
suggestion which we are glad to adopt. He says: “ Often. 
when methods are published by you, persons may want ad- 
ditional information on the subject, and not want to trouble 
you, but would write to the author of the plan if the name 
and address were known. If, therefore, the name of the 
superintendent, with his town and state were given, it 
would be of service, judging by myself. Letters are often 
exchanged by those active in Sunday-school work, even 
though entire strangers. Your columns of ‘Ways of 


| Working’ are just the thing to help Sunday-school work- 


ers.” 

Motto cards, of a shape and style well adapted to use as 
book-marks, are published by William Syckelmoore, 1420 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. They are printed in gilt 
letters on black card-board. On one side is a motto or an 
injunction, such as “ Without love I am mothing,” or “ Only 
believe on Christ,” and on the other side are appropriate 
texts of Scripture, emphasizing the same thought. These 


work of the Tyler brothers, at Surrey Chapel, among the | 8Fe sold in sets of ten for twenty-five cents, or 100 for $1.50. 
children, grew out of the labors of Mr. Hammond in the| The “home reading” book-marks, prepared by E, A, 


same direction in London. 


McClean, of Toledo, O., we have before described, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


— 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[First Quarter, 1877.] 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 


7. Feb. 18.—Elijah and his Sacrifice --......---.-.-- 1 Kings 18: 36-46 | 


8. Feb. 26.—Elijah at Horeb.......-.......-......... 1 Kings 19: 8-18 
9. Mar. 4.—The Story of Naboth ...-- .-----.--. 1 Kings 21: 4-14 
1. Mar. 1L—Elijah Translated. ~~ ....----2 Kings 2; 1-12 


1. Mar. 18.—The Spirit ov Elisha...-.----..----..--- 2 Kings 2: 13-25 | 


12. Mar. 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School. 





LESSON 9, SUNDAY, MARCI 4, 1877. 
Title: THE STORY OF NABOTIHL. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Tov HAST BOLD THYSELF TO WORK EVIL IN THE SIGHT 


or THE Lonp,—1 Aings 21: 20. 


Lesson Topie 


The Curse of Covetousness 
fi The Covetous King. v 4 
: 2 The Sche ning Queen v. 5-10 
(3. The Slain Subject, v. 11-14 
HOME READINGS 
1 Kings 21: 4-14 
Micah 2; 11 


Outline 


Monday, Feb. 26 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 


The curse of covetousness 
Woe to the covetous 


Wednesday, Feb. 28. Ex 18: 13-26. Righteous rulers 
Thursday March 1: Lukel2: 13-21. Beware of covetousness. 
Friday, March 2. Isa. 58: 1-8. The hypoerite’s fast. 
Saturday, March 3° Prov. 6. 16-19. Six things God hateth 


Sunday, March 4. Deut. 19: 15-21 Punishment of false wit 
nesses 

LESSON TEXT. 

{1 Kings 21: 4.14.) 


4. And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because 
of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for 
he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers 
And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and 
would eat no bread. 

5. But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is 
thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? 

6. And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jez- 
reelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money ; or else, 
if it please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it; and he 
answered, I will not give thee my vineyard, 

7. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the 
kingdom of Israel? 
merry 


arise and eat bread, and let thine heart be 
I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 
8. So she wrote letters in Ahab s name. and sealed them with his 


his priests, until he left none remaining 


of money is the root of all evil; which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themseives through 
with many sorrows. 1 Tim. 6 10. Ye lust, and have not; ye 
kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain. Jas. 4: 2. 

Vv.7. Iwill give thee the vineyard. And it came to 
pass, when Jezebe: heard that Naboth was stoned. and was dead, 
that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of 








Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money ; 
for Naboth is not alive, but dead. And it came to pass, when 
Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down 
to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it 
1 Kings 21 
work evil upon their beds 


15, 16—Woe to them that devise iniquity, and 
! when the morning is light they practice 
it, beeause it is in the power of their hand. And they covet fields, 
and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away; so 
they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage. 


Micah 2: 1, 2. 

V.8. The elders,—aAnd the Lord said unto Moses, Gather 
unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest 
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; and bring 
them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand 
with thee there. Numb. 11: 16——Judges and officers shalt thou 
make thee in all thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
throughout thy tribes’ and they shall judge the people with just 
judgment. Thou shalt not wrest judgment, thou shalt not respect 
persons. Deut. 16: 18, 19 

The nobles.——So Jehn slew all that remained of the house 
of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kinsfolks, and 
2 Kings 10: 11. 

v.9. Prociaim a fast. Behold, ye fast for strife and 
debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast 





as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it 
such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afiliet his soul ? 
is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth 
and ashes under him? Wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable 


day to the Lord? Isa 58 4,5——Woe unto you. scribes and 


| Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a 


pretence make long prayers: therefore ye shall receive the greater 
damnation. Matt. 23° 14 


v.10. Sons of Belial. 





Certain men, the children of 


Belial, are gone out from among you. Deut. 13- 13——Now the 
sons of Eli were sons of Beliat; they knew not the Lord. 1 Sam 
2: 12——What concord hath Christ with Belial? 2 Cor. 6) 15 


V.11. Didas Jezebel had sent unto them.—— Ani the 
king said unto the footmen that stood about him, Turn, and slay 


the priests of the Lord ; because their hand also is with David, and 


because they knew when he fled, and did not shew it unto me 


| But the servants of the king would not put forth their hand to 


seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that | 


were in his city, dwelling with Naboth 

9. And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set 
Naboth on high among the people 

10. And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness 


than unto God, judge ye. Acts 4 


against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king = And | 


then carry bim out and stone him, that he may die. 

11. And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who 
were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them 
and as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto them 

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the 
people. 

13. And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat be 
fore him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against 
Naboth in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme 
God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, 
and stoned him with stones, that he died 

14. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is 
dead, 


BIBLE LIGHTS 
I Kings 21: 4. Hleavy. 


his house heavy, and displeased. 
killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one 





And the king of Israel went to 

1 Kings 20: 43——Wreath 
Job 5: 2. 
-——The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” Isa. 57: 20——It displeased 
And God said to 
And he said, 


Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 
Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? 
I do well to be. angry even unto death. Jonah 4:1 9 


i will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. 
——Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me. that I should 
give the inheritaiee of my fathers unto thee. 
So shall not the inheritance of the children of Israel remove from 
tribe to tribe; for every one of the children of Israel shall keep 
himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. Numb 36: 7. 
Moreover the prince shall not take the people's inheritance by 

but he shall 
that my people 
Ezek. 46: 18 

He taid him down upon his bed,.——An Cain was very 
wroth, and his countenance fell. Gen. 4: 5——Be not hasty in 
thy spirit to be angry for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. 
Eeel, 7: 9 Neither give place to the devil. Eph 4> 27. 

Vv. 5. Why is thy spirit so sad? The king said nnto 





oppression, to thrust them out of their possession 
give his sons inheritance out of his own possession 
be not scattered every man from his possession 








me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is | 


nothing else but sorrow of heart. Neh. 2: 2. 

V.6. Because... he answered, I will not give 
thee my vineyard.——A sound heart is the life of the flesh: 
but envy the rottenness of the bones. Prov. 14: 30——The love 





fall upon the priests"oi the Lord. 1 Sam. 22: 17——And it came 
to pass, when the letter came to them, that they took the king's 
sons, and slew seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets, and 


sent him them toJezreel. 2 hangs 10: 7 





Then Herod, when he 
saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth 
and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem 
Matt. 2: 16——But Peter and John answered and said unto them 
Whether it be right in the sight of Ged to hearken unto you more 
19.——Then Peter and the 
other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather 
than men. Acts 5- 29. 

v.13. Blaspheme Ged and the king. Job said, It 
may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. 
Job 1: 5-——And it shall come to pass, that when they shall be 
hungry. they shall fret themselves, and curse their king. and their 





God. Isa. 8: 21———And they began to aceuse him, saying We 
found this fellow perverting the nation and forbidding to give 
tribute to Cesar, saying that he himselfis Christa king. Luke 23:2 

Carried him forth ... and stoned him. Bring 
forth him that hath cursed without the camp, and let all that heard 





| him lay their hands upon his head. and let all the congregation stone 


1 Kings 21 : 3—— | 


him. Lev. 24. 14.——And all the congregation brought him with 
out the camp. and stoned him with stones, and he died, as the Lord 
commanded Moses Numb 15- 36——-Then they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears and ran upon him with one 
accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him. Acts 7: 57,58. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 


This twenty-first chapter presents an isolated narrative. 
It may therefore be transposed, and placed before Chapter XX., 
without interfering with any material features of the whole 
history. The Septuagint has so placed it; the Syriac and 
Vulgate agree with the English, and with Luther. 

The story presents a series of facts, the great feature of 
which 1s their gross injustice; in other respects there would 
be httle to warrant us in judging more favorably of one party 
than of the other. Ahab comes to Nahboth and makes to him 


| what would seem to be a fair and generous offer; he shows no 





disposition to take his vmeyard from him on account of any 
royal prerogative, and, moreover, acts as one who knew the 
laws of the land, and the well-settled provisions of the Jewish 
polity im respect to the inheritance, sale, and transmission of 
real estate. 

On the other hand, the answer of Naboth has, at first view, 
the look of something churlish about it; the Jewish law did 
not forbid him selling Ins pronerty, but the statutes of sale 
and redemntion. as we find them in Numbers 34: 1-13, Leviti- 
cus 25: 10-38, would naturally give it a sacredness in his 
eyes as having come to him from his ancestors. Supposing 





Naboth to have been really influenced” by this motive, both 
the proposition and the rejection may have been regarded as 
honorable to both parties. For the purpose, however, of the 
lesson it conveys, the case stands all the better from the 
absence of other features. 

A parutional convenience, a symmetrical beauty, and even 
an increased value, may have been acquired to this vineyard 
by being annexed to the grounds of Ahab ; on the other hand, 
Naboth may have been most ungenerous in refusing a fair 
offer, or one going even beyond its ordinary purchasable 
value; yet all this does not affect the case as viewed from the 
standpoint of eternal justice: Suwm ewigue, to each one his 
own, to have and to hold, at his own pleasure, and at his own 
free disposal, with responsibility to no other than God. 
Naboth may have been very illiberal and unaccommodating, 
but that does not affect his night of ownership as secured to 
him by law. The lesson shows with what sacredness this 
right of property, and especially of property in land, is 
regarded in the Bible. Instead of forming an imperfect right, 
as some modern moralists maintain, it was as strong and clear 
as any personal claim. It is largely and minutely provided 
for in the Mosaic Jaw, and, as an institution, was most closely 
connected with the whole national polity. 

And Ahab came unto his house, heavy and displeased (v. 4). 
or rather, as it may be rendered, sad, and of a sorrowful coun- 
tenance. This and his subsequent action shows deep disap- 
pointment, but still there appears to have been no intention 
of forcibly dispossessing the owner. 

And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his 
face, and would eat no bread. He was evidently a very weak 
man, lacking sufficient courage for any great crime, had it not 
been for his connection with that awful woman Jezebel. His 
mode of expressing grief would seem to us unroyal and undig- 
nified ; but in the early days, all feelings, whether of joy or 
sorrow, were shown with less reserve in the outward action 
than would have been thought becoming in modern times. 
It accords with Homer’s representation even of the Greek 
heroes. They cry like children when they are in trouble; 
they rend their garments, and roll themselves in the dust in a 
way that we would deem utterly extravagant. The scene, 
however, in Ahab’s house, suddenly changes when that. terrific 
woman Jezebel, who so much resembles the Clytemnestra of 
Eschylus and the Lady Macbeth of Shakespeare, comes upon 
the stage. He is hke wax in her hands, but none the less 
guilty on that account. His apparent virtue and moderation 
were simply cowardice ; she gives him nerve and courage for 
the accomplishment of a purpose to which, before, his spirit 
was unequal. 

And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the 
kingdom of Israel? (v. 7%.) A literal rendering would here 
give the sense more correctly: Thou now! thou do the king- 
dom in Israel? It sounds strangely, but it corresponds to one 
expression, play the king, as though she had sneeringly pointed 
at him, and said, “ Be for once a real monarch.” 

Arise, eat bread, and let thy heart be merry; I will give thee 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. The emphasis in the 
translation is on the first person: ‘J will do it, if you are too 
great a coward. J have been trained up in a kingdom where 
no law can stand against the royal will.” 

And she wrote letters in the name of Ahab, and sealed them 
with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and nobles that 
were in the city dwelling with Naboth (v. 8). Certain things 
are very evident here which have been much disputed. The 
art of writing was well known, and in common use for legal 
transactions, and for business correspondence, as well as for 
mere monumental inscriptions. She wrote in the Hebrew 
and Phoenician, which are the same language, and in the old 
Pheenician alphabet. The act implies, moreover, that letters 
and writing were also well known to the principal men of the 
day, whilst there is no reason to doubt of the popular 
acquaintance. Such knowledge was not confined merely to 
the prophets, or the sons (pupils) of the prophets, who un- 
doubtedly had it as transmitted from the days of Moses. We 
cannot take these elders and nobles as a fair sample of 
the Jewish magistracy generally ; they lived in the vicinity 
of the court, had been corrupted by intercourse with Abab 
and Jezebel, and perhaps owed their position to their want 
of principle. 

Aud set Naboth on high among the people (v. 9). She wishes 
to impress on the popular mind that some great crime had 
been committed, and, therefore, would make the perpetrator 
as conspicuous as possible. Or, there may be too much force 
given to it in one translation. It reads literally at the head of 
the people, or, before all the people, as the most conspicuous 
mode of arraigning him. 

And set two men, sons of Belial (v.10). The phrase is a 
very common one in some parts of the Old Testament, and 
generally denotes the worst of characters. It etymologically 
means sons of unprofitableness. To understand its force, there 
should be borne in mind a peculiar feature of some ancient 
languages,—Greek and Latin, as well as Hebrew. A negative 
compound is sometimes employed as the most intense positive 
expression. So, for example, the New Testament phrase, 
achreioi douloi (Matt. 25: 30; Luke 17: 10), is rendered un- 
Profitable servants; but the context plainly shows that in all 
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each language a deeper depravity is intended ‘than the bare ‘gained, and al forther successes seem worthless. What in 


negative expression seems to warrant. Good-for-nothingness 
would suit it best in English; and so sons of Belial would 
mean sons of good-for-nothingness, utterly worthless and vile, 
having in them no good whatever, and therefore adi evil, or 
totally depraved. To take another example out of many, the 
Latin inimicus, which would ety mologically mean not a friend, 
actually denotes a bitter enemy. So also immitis, which seems 
simply to mean not mild, really carries the idea of the utmost 
savageness and cruelty. 

Naboth did blaspheme God and the king (v. 13). A question 
has been raised here in respect to the true meaning of the 
word rendered blaspheme. The strangeness of it consists in 
the fact that the same word is almost everywhere else ren- 
dered to bless. How can it have two such opposite meanings? 
Language, however, frequently exhibits this anomaly. There 
is apparently something in the one sense which suggests the 
other, or there is some one radical idea or action which unites 
them both. The uniting action here is given by the word to 
pray. To bless is to pray for good, to curse is to pray for 
evil; so in Greek the same word denotes prayer for one, 
and prayer against one. In Latin, likewise, precor and im- 
precor are related in the same way—to bless, or to imprecate. 
In this latter case the preposition is not the element which 
makes the other sense, but only gives a direction to the import 
of the word. Other words of the same class present a similar 
peculiarity, as in Latin, the adjective sacra (sacred) sometimes 
has the meaning, accursed. This passage rightly determined, 
fixes the meaning of Job 2. 9, where his wife says unto him, 
“Qurse God, and die.” That has been much controverted, 
but the sense here, beyond all question, determines the mean- 
ing there. The rendering, “to bid farewell,” or, “to re- 

. nounce,” which is given by some commentators, has but a 
very weak support. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Elijah had parted from Ahab at the gate of his palace at 
Jezreel amid the tempest of wind and rain. Several years 
elapsed, during which the prophet lived secluded. Ahab and 
Jezebel might think they were at length forever rid of one who 
so troubled their wicked peace. Again, and as suddenly as be- 
fore, he meets the weak, idolatrous tyrant. The chief residence 
of the king was at Samaria. But he had a favorite summer 
residence twenty miles north in the plain of Esdraelon. In 
the neighborhood of the palace was a vineyard belonging to 
Naboth. The king, intent on gratifying his pleasures, longed to 
have this as a “garden of herbs,” and to attach it to his own 
grounds. But Naboth refused to part with the family inheri- 
tance. Ahab behaved like a spoiled child, and was petted into 
good humor by his unscrupulous wife. Naboth was murdered. 
Ahab rode down im state from Samaria with Jehu, one of his 
generals, and Bidkar, a young officer, riding behind him, to 
take possession of the coveted prize (2 Kings 9: 25). But 
there, waiting for him, stood once more the prophet of doom ! 
Ahab, with terrified conscience, exclaimed, “ Hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy?” And he answered, “I havefound thee, 
because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Lord” (v. 20). 

From this narrative we may learn such lessons as these : 


LESSONS FROM THE NARRATIVE. 
1. Abundance does not insure contentment. Ahab was 
rich in houses and lands. He had an ivory palace, gardens, 
and vineyards. Yet he could not be happy without the little 


vineyard of Naboth. So Haman was not content with all his | 


pomp and power so long as Mordecai the Jew bowed not 
(Esth. 3). It is a very old saying that the love of money grows 
with the possession. The more some people have the more 
they want,the more arrogantly they demand to have their 
fancies gratified, the more they take to heart any frustration 
of their wishes. A little with contentment is truer wealth 
than great riches to ahungry heart. Let us learn to be “con- 
tent with such things as we have. Godliness with contentment 
is great gain.” 

2. Beware of dominant desires. Ahab looked at the vineyard, 
thought how conveniently situated it was, how calculated to 
improve his estate, how fertile, what pleasant vegetables 
would be produced for his table, and how well it would benot 
to be overlooked by so near a neighbor, one of his subjects. 
Like Eve, from looking he got to longing, from longing to 
lusting, till amid all the cares and duties of his government 
and all his numerous pleasures, he was consumed with grief, 
went to bed, turned his face to the wall, and refused to eat! It 
seems ridiculous—yet how true to nature, how daily verified 
in fact. Some object is seen and coveted,—a plaything, a coin, 
a watch: the mind dwells on it, till nothing else is seen: it 
seems the thing desirable above all else. any method of 
securing it is viewed with favor, till theft is committed and a 
career of dishonesty begun. There issome vicious indulgence, 
some sensual pleasure, which takes possession of the fancy, and 
is cherished till nothing else is cared for. There may be 
many other and better pleasures within lawful reach, but these 
are as nothing without that one. Ambition may have been 
gratified beyond expectation, but there is still some object, not 


itself is very small and paltry becomes magnilied and distorted : 
it occupies the whole horizon of vision‘ it absorbs the mind 
and heart: methods of obtaining it which in themselves would 
be abhorred, get to appear lawful if only the end can be gained: 
the mind having hecome familiar with the wicked method, the 


crime is done. Beware of cultivating any desire for unlawful 
things. Beware of letting the desire for what is lawful be- 
come a dominant passion, and so we become slaves. Ahab, in 
desiring to possess the vineyard, allowed the vineyard to pos- 
sess him. 


obtain some perishing good, but feel no sorrow because they 
do not possess an inheritance in heaven. Oh that the uncon- 
verted knew the value of the salvation which is so near them, 
and yet is not theirs! Oh that they lost their appetite and 


Such despair would soon lead to hope, such tears to smiles, 
such fasting to feasting, such poverty to heavenly wealth. 

4. Let not the imperious demands of lust rob us of the inher 
itance of our fathers. Naboth would not sell his paternal 
vineyard. But how many, at the eager demands of intemper- 
ance, or lust, or gambling, have sold away the house and lands 
which their fathers bequeathed, and whose hearts would have 


hands! Especially, let us hold fast the inheritance of the 
piety, the holy counsels, the good example, of our fathers. 

5. Guard against the misuse of the powerful influence of 
affection. No doubt Jezebel loved Ahab, weak and despicable 
as, in many things, he was. And her love chained him to her 
asa slave. It was wifely affection when she sympathized in 
his sorrow, counseled him in his perplexity, helped him in his 
| difficulty (v. 5-7). But how wickedly her affection worked ! 
And how wickedly Ahab submitted to anything which such 
affection plotted. Love isa great power. Let us use it for 





induce us to wrong. Adam said, ‘The woman . 
of the tree, and I did eat.” 


6. We are responsible, not only for what we do, but what we 
permit to be done, and by which we profit. Ahab allowed 
Jezebel to use his seal. He might he sure that her unscrupu- 
{lous nature would hesitate at nothing. He left her to 
do as she liked, and then eagerly rushed to reap the fruits of 


- . gave me 


her crime. But it was his as much as hers. He who lets his | 


| friend do him a wrongful service; the employer or merchant 
who profits by the dishonesty or exaction of a servant, acting 
without express orders, but with the motive of pleasing him,—is 
as guilty as the actual perpetrator of the wrong. 


7. A sad illustration of national corruption. Ahab, in his 
selfish weakness, the tool of Jezebel, and she unscrupulous in 
arrogance, cruelty, and tyranny: the office of ruler abused for 
personal gratification: the symbols of authority employed for 
the commission of crime: the subordinate officers imitating 
their superiors: the chief men and magistrates of Jezreel sac- 
rificing their innocent and honorable fellow-townsman, under 
the forms of law and religion, because they feared to offend 
the queen, and lose the court custom, and perhaps the royal 
residence ; winking at crimes because regal, praising vices 
because palatial; undermining the throne really, by flattering 
the wicked tenants of it; bravery, patriotism, generosity, 
| truth, all surrendered, with the fear of God. Such rulers, 
| such people, make a nation rotten ; andall its wealth and power 
are but a pile of straw and chaff, ready to be burned up when 
God sends down the avenging spark. 





8. They that will live godly are liable to be persecuted. 
Naboth, not in obstinacy, but piety (Lev. 25:23; Num. 36; 
Ezek. 46; 18), refused to give up his inheritance to one who he 
| knew would not recognize the release of the Jubilee. His oath, 
“As Jehovah liveth,’ showed he was one of the seven thousand 
who had not bowed his knee to Baal. The people of his city 
who bad yielded to Baal, hated him for his faith, and though 
idolaters themselves, condemned him for blasphemy. And so 
he was hurried out of the city, and stoned to death. It was no 
strange thing. Sohas it been since the time of ‘ righteous 
Abel” until now. In becoming disciples of Christ, we must 
follow him at all risks, take up our cross, and be willing to 
lay down our lives rather than forfeit a good conscience, deny 
his name, and part with our heavenly inheritance. 


9. The ways of Providence are mysterious. Why was Jeze- 


death? Similar questions might be asked respecting the whole 
course of the divine dealings with men. It is not for us to 


cumstances often appear to us so strange, 80 contrary to what 
we should have contrived, so impossible for us to reconcile 
with our notions of what is just and wise and merei- 
ful, that it is absurd to attempt to explain them on 
principles depending on what is only temporal and visible. 


of our Father. We can see only a very, very little way, and 





its mighty operation. We only see a portion of the present, 
and are apt to forget the great future. This is not the scene of 


bel allowed to triumph, and righteous Naboth to be stoned to¢ Text). Ahab gave himself up to the service of sin. He was no 


We are but infants, and cannot judge of the motives ani plans | pleasure or advantage which 1s the motive. But what pay 





| 
| 


' 


3. Many, hke Ahab, grieve and fret because they do not | 


their pleasure, in all other things, until they obtained this! | 


been broken at the thought of the inheritance going into other | 





retributiom The end 1s not now and here. “ Verily, there is 
a reward for the righteous,” but that reward i: not as yet vis; 

ble. The future will make all right. ‘The wicked will po 
longer prosper. Every seeming success here, will be an adii- 
tional woe hereafter. The righteous will not regret one sor- 
row. Every seeming evil will be seen to have worked out. 


act itself is easy, when opportunity occurs, and some awful | some unending good. Let us trust where we cannot understand. 


So seeming wild, without a plan 
Now east. now west, 
Joys born-and slain, hopes blasted, can 
Thy way be best”? ° 


I cannot see—on every hand 
By anguish prest, 

In vain I try to understand 
Thy way is best. 


I cannot see—but I believe; 
If heavenly rest 

Is gained by roads where most I grieve, 
Thy way is best 


Happy for us if we can sing with Faber 
Tils that God blesses are my good, 
All nnblest good is ill 
And all is right that seems most wrong 
If it be his dear will.’ 


Naboth would not regret that sudden transfer to Paradise, 
nor wish himself back in a vineyard which grew only wild 
and sour grapes for Ahab. 

10, All unjnst gains with a burdened conscience are a bad 
bargain. Ahab was not happy. He had got his coveted 
vineyard. In royal state he was taking possession of it, 
But the sight of God’s prophet revealed the discomfort of his 
soul, the burden on his conscience, They who prosper in 
wickedness are never to be envied. Gold is not gain; power 
is not peace; success is not safety. The feast may be spread 


| ; ta ; , 
; > trophies victory display 2 tremb 
righteousness, and watch against its influence when it would | und the trophies of victory displayed, but the trembling 


| reveler sees the fatal handwriting on the wall, and knows 


| 
| 
| 
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he is ‘weighed in the balances and found wanting’ Herod 
in his banquet-chamber laughs with his lords when from the 
dungeon below the head of his reprover is exhibited; but he 
lives in daily dread of his victim, and though professing dis 
belief in a future state, says of Christ, “It is John, whom I 
slew! he is risen from the dead!” “ Let not thine heart envy 
sinners." A good conscience is greater. wealth than all the 
gold of California. 


“* Tis conscience doth make cowards of us all.” 


11. They who commit sin regard the reprovers of it as 


| enemies. ‘‘ Hast thou found me,O mine enemy?” Jezebel was 


his true enemy. They are our real foes who encourage us in 
enmity against God, who palliate sin, or laugh at it, or by 


| their example encourage it, or by their favor reward it, or by 


their silence sanction it. Let all, children and men and 


women, ever feel that any one who would encourage them in 


| wrong-doing, whatever the love they profess, is a real enemy, 


while they who reprove us are our best friends, for they seek 
to restore us to the friendship of God. As soon as an evil- 
doer regards those who faithfully reprove him as friends, the 
signs of true repentance have begun to appear. 

12. Sin, the sinner’s true enemy, always finds him. “ Be 
sure your sin will find you out,” if not in this world, certainly 
in the next. In the disease, poverty, disgracé, which sin 
often entails, it may be said, as an enemy, to find the sinner, 


| sometimes at the very moment of gaining the coveted object. as 


Ahab when taking possession of the vineyard. The barbed 
hook is often felt piercing the soul at the moment of taking 
the bait. Perhaps years afterward the evidence of crime long 
concealed comes to light. Conscience long slumbering wakes 
up, on a bed of sickness ; in the prospect of death, the guilty 
soul often cries out, “ Hast thou found me, O my enemy?” And 
every sin unrepented of will find the sinner in the next world 
He wili be met hy a crowd of stern reprovers, each flinging 
at him some poisoned dart. The sins of youth, of maturity, 
of age; secret faults and presumptuous sins; wicked deeds 
long forgotten will rise up as ghosts to haunt the evil-doer. 
How terrible to live forever with our own sins as companions! 
to be found, arrested, chained together, and be unable to 
escape! How full of anguish the often-repeate: wail in hell, 
‘* Hast thon found me, O mine enemy?” 


13. The possibility of selling one’s self to do evil. (Golden 


longer his own master. Though aking, he was the devil's 


| slave, and did his bidding. Christ told the Jews that “ whe 


presume to understand all that God ordains or allows. Cir- | 


soever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (John 8: 34). 
And St. Paul speaks of being “sold under sin.” What an 
awful condition to be in! Beware of trafficking in such a 
market. Every sin we deliberately commit is a barter with 
the devil. We sell ourselves for that particular time and 
action, to do his pleasure, and the wages we receive are the 


would be regarded sufficient, if we considered that we were 


know not what may be the final result. We see one small | hiring ourselves out to the devil? We may think it is only 
wheel or two, and do not understand the great machine and | hiring ourselves, and not selling ourselves. But the hiring 


leads to the selling. Alas, for what wretched trifles some peo- 
ple sell themselves to do evil! A little money—a few hours’ 
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sensual pleasure—the gratification of anger and revenge! 
“ The wages of sin is death.” 
GOSPEL LES#ONS. 

The murder of Naboth illustrates the death of Christ. 
There was a deliberate plot in both cases by thoge in authority. 
Both were accused by false witnesses. Naboth was charged 
with blaspheming God; so was Christ, before the Sanhedrim. 
Naboth was charged with blaspheming the king, and Christ 
was charged with treason against Cesar. Both were murdered 
under forms of law, and the pretense of religion, Naboth's 
death was involuntary ; Christ laid down his life of himeelf. 
Naboth was a martyr; Christ was an atoning Mediator. 
Christ, greater than Elijah, is the friend of all sinners, not 
their enemy—pre-eminently “the Sinner's Friend.” He “came 
to seek and to save the lost.” He often appears to the sinner 
in the very act of wickedness, or while seizing some coveted 
vineyard, and shows his wounded hands, and pleads with the 
sinner for his good. He finds the sinner, that he may give 
him pardon and peace. May we all be able to say, “ Thou 
hast found me, O my Friend”! 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Ahab . . . laid him down upon his bed, and turned away 
his face, and would eat no bread (v. 4). Here is a royal ex- 
ample of the sulks. A little boy whose mother tells him he 
must not stay out any longer in the snow, puts his finger in 
his mouth, sneaks into a corner chair, and vents his ill-nature 
by kicking against the chair legs. A young girl who cannot 
have a new bonnet, or attend a party to which sie has been 
invited, goes into her bedroom to mope there, and refuses to 
come down stairs to dinner. A business man who has failed 
to have things his own way at his store or office, comes home 
at night ill-natured and sullen, casting a shadow on the 
household he ought to lighten and cheer. A housekeeper who 
has had trouble with servants in the kitchen makes the httle 
folks in the nursery feel the effects of it, by her moodiness and 
complainings there. Anybody in any station of life who 
wants to see how wrong and how foolish it is to be ill-natured 
and sulky, and to help to make home wretched, might study 
to advantage this picture of King Ahab acting like a foolish 
child because he couldn't have what he wanted, whether he 
was entitled to it or not. 

Jezebel his wife came to him, and said, . . . Why is thy spirit 
so sad? (v.5.) A good time to reach a man is when he is in 
trouble. Even though he is ill-natured, real sympathy is 
likely to touch his heart. He is glad to have others know 
and appreciate the burden under which he groans. A good 
mother, a good wife, a good sister, a good teacher, can do her 
best work for one whom she loves when he is sore grieved, if 
only she is as judicious as she is tender. And one of evil 
designs can then most easily warp the feelings and judgment 
of asullen and sorrowing person. We must be careful what 
counsel we give to one who is discontented and in bad temper. 
And, on the other hand, we must be careful from whom we 
take advice when we are irritated and peevish. Only as we 
have good advisers shall we gain from the suggestions and 
counsels of those who come to us sympathizingly in our 
sorrow. 


I spake unto Naboth, . . . and he answered, I will not give 
thee my vineyard. And Naboth had a perfect right to say 
this. The vineyard was his own. He was not bound to 
either give or sell it to Ahab. But the consciousness of that 
fact did not lessen Ahab's irritation. We are more apt to be 
ill-natured over a just denial of our unreasonable requests 
than over any injustice to which we may be subjected. A 
boy whines because his little sister declines’ to give him a 
“ bigger bite" of her apple; or because his older brother will 
not stop reading or studying to play with him.» Aman with 
a subscription paper is in a pet because a rich man on whom 
he calls does not put bis name down for as large a sum as he 
expected. An office-sceker is almost ready to despair of the 
republic because the administration does not appoint or the 
people elect him to some office. If it is injustice we meet, we 
determine to right it, or to submit to it. If we are after what 
we have no just claim on, we whine and sulk over our failure 
to get it. And this is one of the curses of covetousness. 


Jezebel . . . said, . . . Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Israel? (v. 7.) That is the way to provoke a man or a boy 
into loing some wicked or foolish thing. Ask him if he dare 
do it. “Stump” him to it. If a boy says his mother forbids 
his leaving school, ask him if he is tied to his mother's apron- 
strings. Ifa young man declines a cigar or a glass of wine, 
on the ground that he has promised not to use anything of 
the sort, ask him if he has given up his liberty, and is no 
longer his own master. If a man refuses to be away from his 
home in the evening, to join old companions at the theatre 
or the club-house, ask him if his wife keeps him in charge.all 
the time, If he refuses to share in a dishonest transaction, or 
to make a bet, or to accept a challenge, tell him it is because 
he is afraid of what will come of it. It takes a stronger man 
to resist a wicked sneer of that sort than to withstand almost 
any temptation to which he can be exposed. 


She wrote lettera ir, Ahab's name, and sealed them with his 





pe = 


seal (v. 8). In consenting to this, Ahab became responsible had smelled the sweet air when the grape-vines bloomed, had 
for whatever Jezebel said or did. A great many men hold | tended the green shoots as they spread and grew, watched the 
their namés very cheap, or are very careless as to the use of | fruit as it ripened, and laughed and sung in harvest-time when 


them by others. They wili consent to stand nominally 
on a board of direction of a money-making or a proiessedly 
charitable institution, without being at the troubie to know if 
all the action of the organization thus indorsed by them is 
honest or wise. They will sign a letter of approval of a man, 
or of an institution, or of a book, which they know very little 
about. But neither their ignorance nor their carelessness 
lessens their responsibility. In the use of Ahab's name, Jeze- 
bel could control all the power of the kingdom of Israel for 
her purposes. There is a King who so trusts his subjects as to 
give every one of them the yj rivilege of speaking in his all- 
powerful name. Jesus says to his disciples, “If ve shall ask 
anything in my name, I will do it.” We must be careful how 
we use this name which is entrusted to us. Jesus says, more- 
over, * Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ, and shall deceive 
many.” We must be careful not to follow everybody who 
claims to speak in the name of Christ. 


. . did as Jezebel had sent 
Because it was ordered in the name of the 
king, the crime proposed was furthered by those in high posi- 
tion. The higher our station, the wider our influence. The 
wider our influence, the greater our responsibility. Every 
new opportunity for good brings a corresponding new oppor- 
tunity for evil A boy can influence his younger brothers 
and sisters for good or evil. A mother can turn her children to 
the right or the wrong. A teacher can sway his class, a 
superintendent his school, a pastor his people, a political 
leader his party, a man in high office or authority his subor- 
dinates. Every manuiacturer, or merchant, or shipmaster, or 
farmer, must bear in mind that not only his commands, but 
his example, are likely to influence largely all who are under 
him. 


Nuboth is stoned, and is dead (v. 14). The deed was done. 
It could not be undone. Ahab’s order could bring death to 
Naboth. It could not bring life to him again. It is always 
easier to do evil than to undo it; to cause death than to bring 
life to the dead. Cain could feel the burden of his punish- 
ment for murder; but he could not restore lifeto Abel. Esau 
could bitterly repent his foolish bargain, but his birthright 
was gone forever. David could weep sorely over his double 
crime; but its stain is on his memory to this day. It may 
take but a moment for us to consent to be untruthful, or dis- 
honest, or impure, to do a foul wrong, to commita great crime ; 
but the decision once finally passed there is no recall. 
When the word comes that our truthfulness, our honesty, our 
purity, our uprightness, is dead, it is too late to wish that we 
had given another decision. Therefore ‘“ Take heed, and be- 
ware of covetousness;” and of every other sin which shall 
tempt you to evil you can never undo. 


Even the elders and the nobles . 
unto them (v. 11). 





HINTS FOR TIE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Next to the story of Achan, there is, perhaps, no other 
scripture narrative which more clearly shows the sin and con- 
sequences of covetousness than the story of Naboth; and yet 
the story is so plain that it is well adapted for children. It 
will be best to tell the story in detail, as given in the lesson; 
but do not omit the words of Elijah to Ahab, and the sentence 
of disgrace and death against the whole -house of Ahab and 
Jezebel. Try to portray the whole scene so vividly that the 
practical points may stand out sharply through the lesson, and 
so that in the memory the truth taught may be inseparable 
from the scene. 

THE STORY. 

In that night of rain, to what place did Elijah run before 
Ahab's chariot? Ahab had a palace at Jezreel, which was 
very beautiful: it was called an ivory house. There he had 
built a temple for Jezebel's gods, whom she served with four 
hundred priests, fed every day from a table which she fur- 
nished. When Ahab looked out from his palace through the 
lattice, or walked on his broad roof and looked around, he 
saw a beautiful vineyard, What grows in a vineyard? It 
was a delightful place ; the vines were strong and broad with 
spreading branches of wide leaves, the clusters of grapes were 
richer and sweeter than any that grew in the palace grounds. 
Perhaps the soil was better, the place sunmer than his own. 
It was, moreover, near the king's house, and Ahab thought, 
“What a garden I might have if I joined that tomy own.” He 
wished for it; an:l the more he looked and thought, the more 
he wanted it to be his own. So he spoke to the owner, a man 
named Nahoth, and said he would give him another vineyard 
for it, or buy it and pay him in bars of solid silver—for that 
was the kind of money they used then. ‘Sell it? No, in- 
deed,” Naboth said; “it belonged to my fathers. No, I 
could not leave it.” 

God had told the Jews, a very long time before, to 
keep the lands which had been given to them by their fathers. 
In the home belonging to that vineyard Naboth had grown 
up ; perhaps his father was born there; there bis sons, each 
year of all their lives, had watched the spring days coming, 





they gathered in the great purple, juicy bunches. Would all 
Ahab's silver bars pay for their loved home and land, even if 
a king did offer to give another vineyard for it? No! Na- 
both would not give it up, and Ahab went back to his hand- 
some palace stamping with rage, and laid himself on his bed, 
and turned away his face and would not eat. Jezebel asked 
why he was so sad; and he told her that it was hecause Na- 
both would not give up the vineyard he wanted so much. 
She told him to eat and be merry. She laughed at the idea 
that a king could not have his way about everything, and 
said, * I will give you the vineyard.” 

Perhaps they were then at another palace in Samaria, about 
twenty-five miles from Jezreel, for Jezebel wrote letters ana 
sent them to the elders and nobles of Jezreel who lived near 
Naboth, and who probably all knew him. She quickly made 
her plan, and this was what she wantedtohavedone. When 
there was any great trouble resting on a city, a fast day used 
to be appointed —a time when they would not eat anything, 
or attend to business or pleasure, and all seemed in great sor- 
row for some dreadful sin. So Jezebel wrote to the elders of 
Jezreel, ‘* You must appoint a fast-day, and charge that Na- 
both has done wickedly. Get two wicked men, willing to say 
anything you want them to, to come out and say to Naboth, 
‘Thou didst blaspheme God and the king.’” Blaspheme 
means to curse, to say wicked words against God. What was 
charged against Stephen in Jerusalem? That was what Jeze- 
bel wanted to have charged against Naboth. She also told 
them in her letter to carry him out of the city, and stone him, 
that he may die. She signed King Ahal’s name to the letters ; 
then she got his seal, which only the king had any right to 
use, and stamped the letters with it, and sent them to Jezreel. 


The elders did exactly as Queen Jezebel wrote to them to do. 
They proclaimed a fast; then they had Naboth arrested and 
tried. Two wicked men were found to witness against him, 
and prove that he had blasphemed God and the king. Then 
they carried him out of the city, and stoned him until he died. 

Did Jezebel get any answers to her letters? Yes, this was 
the answer—‘ Naboth is stoned, and 1s dead.”’ Whose, then, 
was the vineyard? The children were not left to claim it; 
for they stoned Naboth’s sons also, and they were dead. There 
was a law that when any one was punished with death, all 
they had owned should belong to the king. Whose would 
the vineyard be? The message came back to the queen (for 
they sent to Jezebel, not to the king; it was her business, the 
answer to her order), and she said to Ahab, “ Arise, take 
possession of the vineyard. Naboth is dead.” Pr 

Ahab went in his chariot to take his new property. 
The sunny hillside and the shaded walks were not so pleasant 
as he had thought they would be; for through the vineyard 
came the clear voice of Elijah, “ Hast thou killed and also 
taken possession?’’ Did Ahab think that Elijah was the one 
who troubled Israel? He answered, “ Hast thou found me, 
O, mine enemy?” Elijah answered in the werds of our 
golden text—‘ Thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight 
of the Lord.” Lilijah spoke fearful words to him, for he said 
every one of his house should be killed, that those who died 
in the city the dogs should eat, and those who died in the field 
tle fowls should eat. Wicked Jezebel, the prophet said, should 
be eaten by dogs hy the wall of Jezreel. 

Now review the story by giving some headings of it, and 
recall it from the class. 

NABOTH'S VINEYARD 

Where was the vineyard? Who wanted it? Just what 
Samuel told the Jews long ago when they wanted a king. He 
said “ Your king will take away your vineyards, the best of 
them.” Was it not so? Ifthe Jows had known of some of 
those cruel kings making idols and bringing sin and sorrow, 
does it seem as if they would have asked for a king? Would 
Naboth sell his vineyard? Why not? Was Naboth right? 

AHAB'S ANGER. 

How did Ahab act? Where did he go? What kind of a 
child have you ever known to act so? What do we call 
Ahab's sin when he wanted to get the property of another? 
Which commandment did he break? Is it the same sin if you 
want to get the new knife or ball or doll or candy that be- 
longs to another child? 

JEZEBEL'S WORK. 

To whom did Jezebel write? What did she tell them to ao? 
How many witnesses did they have against Naboth? By the 
Jewish law a man couid not be punished unless two witnesses 
appeared against him. Do you remember when Jesus was 
tried how many witnesses they got to try and prove something 
against him? What did they charge against Jesus? What 
against Naboth? Against whom did they say he had com- 
mitted blasphemy? Dhd Jezebel care for God? How did she 
sin against him every day? Had Naboth been guilty? Then - 
what kind of witness did they bear against their neighbor? 
Which commandment did they break? Lid Jezebel break it? 


NABOTH STONED. 


Who killed Naboth? 


The two witnesses had to cast the 


first stones; then the elders ; then the people joined, and hurled 
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stones against Naboth and his sons until they were dead. It 
was murder ; his life was taken away to get his property. 
Who killed him? Not one of the elders or neighbors raised a 
a voice or tried to hinder: perhaps they were afraid. Ahab’s 
hands did not touch a stone, but he coveted the field; and he 
knew that Jezebel was making plans to get it, using his name 
and his seal. Jezebel did not join the crowd nor cheer on the 
mob; but she, too, coveted the field, made the plan, and got 
the false witnesses. Which commandments, with only four words 
in each, were broken when they killed Naboth and took his 
vineyard? Who broke them? 


AHAB'S VINEYARD. 


How did Ahab get the message of Naboth’s death ? That 
was just as good news to him as if he had a deed given to him 
to prove that the vineyard was his own. He called for his 
chariot, two of his officers went with him, and he rode down 
to see his new treasure. Did he enjoy it? It was like an- 
other field that was called “ the field of blood.” 

Ahab’s vineyard did not so much as furnish a grave, for Jeze- 
bel was not even decently buried. Ahab had not bought the 
field, he had sold himself to work evil. What pay did he get 
for his bargain? What are the wages of sin? There was no 
music or rejoicing as the king's chariot rolled into Naboth's 
grounds; for years after, the officers remembered with trem- 
bling Elijah’s words. What were they? 

Tell what sentence God pronounced by the word of Elijah, 
as in 1 Kings 21: 19, 23; and the sentence fulfilled in Ahab's 
case, 1 Kings 22: 38; in Jezebel’s case in 2 Kings 9: 30-37. 





NABOTH’S JUDICIAL MURDER. 
BY H. J. VAN-LENNEP, D.D. 


The events described in our lesson pertain to the most crit- 
ical period in the Jewish history,—to the reign of the weak 
and wicked Ahab, in which a great effort was made utterly 
to root out the religion of Jehovah, and to substitute for it the 
worst form of paganism. The scene of the particular trans- 
actions here related was partly in Samaria, the capital and 
official residence of the kings of Israel, and partly in Jezreel, 
their favorite private abode, and the Versailles of their times 
and dynasty. The latter town was built on the south-east 
edge of the great plain of Esdraelon, upon a height which 
commanded at once the whole level ground as far as Carmel 
on the west, and the approach of an enemy from the east 
across the Jordan. It was, moreover, provided with a lofty 
tower, ever occupied by a sentinel, whose ruins it is thought 
may yet be seen at the modern village of Zerin (2 Kings 9: 
17). Here stood a royal palace which contained an “ ivory 
house” (1 Kings 22:39) and pleasure grounds, close to the 
city gate; and adjoining on the outside was the vineyard 
which the king coveted. A neighboring spring, twelve min- 
utes’ walk from the present diminished town. would furnish 
water to convert it into that great Oriental luxury, a “ garden 
of herbs,” replenished with fresh vegetables and every variety 
of fruit-tree, and cooled by a water-tank, with its usual favor- 
ite plat of grass, shaded by a climbing vine. 

Sad was the day when the heir of the kingdom of Israel, 
yet a youth, allied himself to a Pheenician family by marry- 
ing the daughter of Ethbaal, kingof Tyre! He wasa heathen 
and a worshiper of Baal, as his name implies; he had mur- 
dered his own brother and sovereign, Phalles, and had usurped 
the regal authority. Having been the high-priest of Astarte, 
or Venus, his daughter had a special devotion to this most 
impure of all the heathen divinities, and gave ample proof, 
during her long life, of her proficiency in the arts taught by 
her favorite goddess. She was, moreover, both zealous and 
unscrupulous in carrying out her plans for the substitution of 
the worship of Baal and Astarte to that of Jehovah. She 
belonged to a race that were notoriously depraved in their 
choice of means to accomplish their ends; her father, as we 
have seen, had murdered his own brother, and had sat upon 
the throne of the wealthiest nation of those times. To the 
next generation belonged Sycheos, a notorious king of Tyre 
and high-priest of Baal, whose’ successor was Pygmalion, the 
murderer and tyrant, whose sister Dido fled to Africa and 
founded Carthage. Athaliah, the daughter of Jezebel, mur- 
dered the whole royal family of Judah, that she might sit 
alone upon the throne, Joash only being saved by Jehoiadah, 
who was the cause of her final ruin. Jezebel herself, as soon 
as her feeble minded husband had succeeded to his father's 
throne, laid violent hands upon the prophets of the Most 
High, who taught the people the law of Moses; those who 
survived, fled and hid themselves in caves and desert places ; 
and, triumphing in her might, she erected temples in Jezreel to 
the great national idol of her native land, Baal, the sun-god, 
and to Venus. She consecrated and fed at her own table four 
handred and fifty priests of Baal, and four hundred more were 
devoted to the performance of sacred rites to the foul emblem 
of her favorite deity. At the time of the present narrative, 
she was specially irritated by Elijah’s slaughter, at the foot 
of Mount Carmel, almost ‘within her sight, of many of the 
priests to whom she was so entirely devoted. 

These explanations seemed necessary to the proper under- 
standing of the scripture account of the judicial murder of 
Kaboth and his sons ; for many circumstanees are so utterly 





at variance with the spirit and regulations of the Mosaic law, 
as well as with the usual practice of the Lebrews, that they 
would appear quite anomalous, had we not the assurance that 
they were controlled by such «a character as the cruel and 
wicked Jezebel. This was doubtless only one of the many 
crimes she perpetrated during the life of her husband, who 
was never aught but a mere puppet of royalty in her cunning 
hands; and after his death, during the reign of his son, her 
influence constituted the evil genius of her dynasty; the wild 
license of her life, and the magical fascination of her arts or 
her character, became a proverb among the Hebrews (2 
Kings: 9: 22), and survived to the latest times of New Testa- 
ment authorship (Rev. 2: 20). 

The Gordian knot which the infamous queen untied with 
the bloody hand of a murderess, was the law of land-owner- 
ship, which has always been, and_ still continues to be, very 
strict in the East. There was a time, indeed, when the knowl- 
edge of letters was so restricted that a transfer of property 
had to be made viva voce, before the assembled elders and 
rulers of the land; but even then the transaction took eogni- 
zance of the peculiar features of Oriental land-ownership, so 
that the trees growing on an estate, for instance, might belong 


to a different proprietor than the land itself (Gen. 23: 17). 


We find, however, that one of the earliest uses to which writ- 
ing was ever put, was to employ it for the preservation of 
title-deeds ; for we are told that the literary treasures discov- 
ered under the ruins of the palaces of the Assyrian kings— 
Sargon, Sennacherib, and others—consist, in very large meas- 
ure, of title-deeds, written in the arrow-headed character of 
those times, upon bricks made of soft clay, and baked after 
writing. They were, doubtless, prepared by the royal scribes, 
and kept for appeal in case of need. The peculiar feature of 
a distinct ownership for the land and the trees which grew 
upon it, is still quite prevalent throughout the East; it is par- 
ticularly appled to olive-trees, but is also used for fruit- 
bearing trees in general, even for such as grow upon a thor- 
oughfare. 

It 1s now customary to write the document upon paper,—a 
very recent innovation requires it to be stamped paper, in 
imitation of the European practice. The document 1s a cer- 
tificate of sale, which specifies the sum agreed upon, and 
acknowledges its full payment, and it must be certified by two 
or three witnesses. A copy of this document is kept among 
the public records, as was done at Nineveh, and the cost of 
the record, indispensable to the security of the purchaser, is a 
certain percentage upon the price. Should the document be 
lost or burned, it 1s now rare that a copy can be obtained for 
asum less than that originally paid, 

King Ahab had been brought up’ in the knowledge of the 
Mosaic law, and the Hebrew usages founded upon it; when, 
therefore, in conversation with Naboth, his neighbor, he had 
failed to persuade him to part with the inheritance of his an- 
cestors, he gave up the business as hopeless, and fretted and 
moaned like alittle child; he lay upon his bed as though he 
were sick, and refused to eat his dinner, Naboth may have 
spoken harshly to the king, whom he probably despised for 
his subserviency to idolaters. At any rate, Jezebel found it 
easy to persuade him to deliver his seal into her hands, thus 
delegating to her his princely authority for the time being. 
Documents of every kind, from a royal decree to a private 
letter, are never signed with pen and ink in the East, but are 
simply sealed with a man's signet, which contains his name; 
a little ink is rubbed upon it, and it is pressed upon the mois- 
tened paper. This custom is quite necessary m a country 
where so few are able to readand write. Thisseal is of metal, 
and is either worn as a ring upon the finger, or is fastened by 
a silken cord around the neck, and carried in the bosom. To 
give a mau one’s signet is to transfer to him for a time all one’s 
property, power, and authority. Thus did Pharaoh make 
Joseph his grand vizier by giving him his signet-ring (Gen. 
41:42: see also Esther 8:2). It is probable that Jezebel did 
not inform her husband of the means she proposed to employ 
in order to secure the coveted vineyard; but he might. have 
guessed their general nature; and when she boasted of the 
murder, he neither punished nor reproved her, but hastened to 
enjoy the fruits of her crime He therefore justly incurred 
the Lord’s displeasure ; and though her punishment was more 
awful and summary than his, yet he failed not to meet with 
the fate foretold by the prophet. 

Let us now notice the manner in which the queen managed 
this business. The question with her was how to follow the 


forms of Hebrew justice so as not too greatly to offend public | 


opinion, and at the same time to acquire the object of her 
desire, and frighten the king's subjects out of the notion of 
personal rights and resistance to the royal will. Acting upon 
this idea, she cansed one of the old-fashioned public fasts to 
be proclaimed,—a wily feint of a return to the religious prac- 
tices of the former reigns. She hoped thus to put off his 
guard the object of her hatred. This fast was to be solemnized 
in the capital, and Naboth, as a faithful Hebrew, was to be 
installed as moderator and chief actor in the “ solemn assem- 
bly.” It would not be strange if the crafty queen had discov- 
ered the good man’s weak point, and thus laid an effectual 
trap for him, provoking him to utter unguarded expressions 
respecting his king, and even reflecting upon Jehovah for his 
apparent neglect of his people; thus weakening the opposition 


aa _ = = 





cas 


to her plot of the few good but loyal: men that were left. At 
any rate, she had recourse to the common Orientai expedient 80 
prevalent to this very day of suborning false witnesses ; their tes- 
tumony was hastily accepted by the council, and not only Naboth 
himself, but his sons with him, were led out of the city and 
stoned by the pool of Samaria. 
The legal punishment of blasphemy was indeed death by 
stoning (Lev. 24: 11), and Naboth would have per‘she | justly 
| had he been guilty of the erime. But the witnesses \perjured 
| themselves to please the queen and get a present. Moreover, ac- 
| cording to the law of the land, the children were not to suffer for 
the crimes of their parents (Deut. 24:10). We have a notable 
example of obedience to this precept in the case of King 
Amaziuh, who put to death the murderers of his father, but 
spared their children (2 Kings 14:16). The practice of all the 
surrounding nations, however, was the very opposite of this, 
and Jezebel availed herself of the fact, in order to remove 
Naboth’s heirs out of the way. According to still prevailing 
| Oriental usage, the property of acrimimal reverts to the crown, 
| certain portions excepted, which are the perquisites of the exe- 
| cutioner ; and this is easier done when the law of inheritance 
| has no chance to come into play. 











Daniel's accusers were 
thrown into the lions’ den with their wives and their children 
(Dan. 6: 21), and though the practice was condemned by the 
prophets (Jer. 21:29; Ezek. 18:20), yet the ground for it 
may be seen in some signal examples of God's own dealings 
with his people when they first emerged from the contact of 
heathenism (Num. 16: 27, 32; Josh. 7: 24). 

Jezebel’s part in these transactions was that of the prime 
mover and contriver; though she might, therefore, plead her 
evil bringing up, yet she was the chief criminal, and as such 
was punished in this world by a violent and shameful death, 
and deprivation of sepulture. The street dogs which infest 
Oriental cities sometimes devour the drunkard who reels into 
their midst by night; but they rarely feed on royal flesh, or 
upon the body of one who so richly deserved her tate. 

Ingham University, Le Roy, N. Y. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Lostxe ALL tn Gerting More.—Benjamin Franklin once 
offered an orange to a little child. The orange was accepted ; 
and then he gave another, which also was taken. He added 
one or two more, until, in an earnest effort to secure still an- 
other, the child dropped all; and burst into tears. 

Mock Justicr Conpemyep.—A favored ruler under Camby- 
ses, king of Persia, feeling secure in his master’s friendship, 
abused his place, and causes were bought and sold in his 
court. The facts coming to the knowledge of the king, he 
degraded his favorite, and condemned him to be flayed alive, 
making from the man’s skin a covering for the judge's chair. 

Reckiess SeLFisuness Punishep.—Erysichthon was the 
son of the Thessalian king Tropas. To gratify his own 
whims he cut down a sacred grove, for which act mythology 
states that the goddess of the grove, Demeter by name, 
doomed him to insatiable hunger. So fearfuliy did this cray- 
ing prey upon him, that, baving consumed all his possessions to 
satisfy it, he at last ate his own ile: l, and so slew himself. 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


Ahab coveted the vineyard. To get porsession of it, he 
assented to Jezebel’s wicked plot. ‘Thus, ior the sake of the 
vineyard, he “sold himself to evil.” 


Part 1. 





VINEYARD. 
THE PRICE 


AHAB PAID— HE SOLD HIMSELF! 








So the sinner covets the things of the world. Togain them, 
he is willing to sin against God. In giving himself to sin, 
he sells his own soul. 


Part 2. 











WORLD. 





l THE PRICE 
| THLCSINNER PAYS— | HIS OWN SOUL! 








ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 

1 Kings 21: 4. Uponhisbed. That is, “upon his eouch.” 
| The Jews, hike other Orientals, reclined upon couches at their 
i meals. (See Amos 6: 4; Ezek 23: 41, etc.) Ahab now, on 
| entering his palace. throws himself upon his couch ; but, in- 
| stead of merely reclining, lies down flat on it. turns his face 
| towards the back of the conch, rejecting all converse with 
| others, and so remains, after the banquet is served, refusing to 
| partake of it. Such an open manifestation of ill-temper is 
| thoroughly characteristic of an Oriental king—Speaker's 
Comm. 





Thus acted the puissant monarch, because he could not get 
Naboth’s garden. See the creature in the shape of aman 
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nasey | his lip, and throwing himself on his bed, and refusing 
to eat food, because he could not gain his wishes. The domestics 
brought refreshment, but their lord would not take it; and there- 
fore they went to queen Jezebel, to communicate the sorrowful 
intelligence ; and she immediately went to his Majesty and in- 
quired, “ Why is thy spirit so ~ f that thou eatest no bread?” 
and he told his mournful story.— Roberts. 


V.6. Iwill not give thee my vineyard. This expression [of 
Naboth’s refusal in v, 3] presupposes two things, viz.; that 
Naboth was a worshiper of Jehovah, and did not bow his knee 
to Baal, and that he belonged to those who had remained 
faithful; and that also he held the alienation of his vineyard 
to be a sin against Jehovah, a transgression of a command | 
of Jehovah. This command must have been that re- 
specting the inalienability of the inheritance which was 
appointed to each tribe and to each family, and could not, 
even by marriage, go into other hands, and which, even if it 
were sold on account of impoverishment or otherwise on ac- 
count of distress, would revert to it again, without price, in the 
year of jubilee (Numb. 26: 1-13; Lev. 25: 10, 28). 


According to Ezek. 46: 18, the prince himself could not 
force any one out of his property.—Béahr. 


V. 7. Dost thou now govern? This is not so much a ques- 
tion as an exclamation—a sarcastic taunt. “A pretty king 
thou art! Canst thou use thy power, and take what thy heart 
is set upon?" —Jamieson. 


What a king of clouts thou art! It is not for a king to beg 
or buy, but to command and call for what he pleaseth, without 
control.— Trapp. 


Iwill give thee the vineyard. It is impossible to vindicate 
the despotic measure to which the barbarous wife of this too 
obsequious monarch had recourse in order to obtain it; for 
certainly Naboth was not obliged to exchange his vineyard, 
unless he chose.— Michaelis. 


V. 8. She wrote letters, At this day, in the East, not a fe- 
male in ten thousand is acquainted with the art of writing; 
and I think it probable that Ahab’s affectionate queen did not 
write the letters with her own hand, but that she caused it to 
be done by others. It is not unlikely that the state of female 
education, in modern times, is precisely the same as that of 
antiquity; for I do not recollect any female in the Scriptures, 
excepting Jezebel, who is mentioned as being concerned in the 
writing of letters.— Roberts. 


Sealed them with his seal. The very ancient custom of seal- 
ing despatches with a seal or signet, sot in a ring, is still re- 
tained in the East.—Burder. 


In Egypt they make the impression of their namo with their 
seal, generally of cornelian, which they wear on ti+ ; 
and which is blacked when they have occasion to sent wit 
it.— Pococke. 

The Persian ink serves not only for writing, but | 
scribing with their seal: indeed, many of the lors 35. 
office could not write. In their rings they wear » 
serve for a seal, on which is frequently engrave | 
and some verse from the Koran.— Hanway. 


Nobles that were in his city. Naboth’s city was nn! 
Jezreel (v. 1). The mode in which it is spoken o! 
ain in verse 11, seems to imply that it was not (io « 
which Jezebel wrote. The court was evidently «| 
residing at Samaria (chap. 20: 43); and Ahab may: 
met Naboth there, or have gone to Jezreel to mak» | | 
(v. 1, 2), and then, on being refused, have returned to >. ia 
{ 





again (v. 4).—Speaker's Comm, 


V.9. Proclaim a fast. A public fast is ordained . . . to 
show that a heavy guilt lies upon the city, and ms! | 
piated. Fasting, as an external sign of repentance, pr 
@ grievous offense, on account of which men humble tlici 
before God (1 Sam. 7: 6). By this order also the exter: | 
pearance of justice would be given to the process in tlie « s 
the whole city, and the stamp of truth antecedently im): i 
on the transgression of which Naboth was accused. ‘I’ | 
serve the appearance of justice, two witnesses also are set up, | 
as the law required in capital offenses.— Keil. 


Set Naboth on high. Naboth was to have a prominent ))!10» 
assigned him, and great honor done him, so that the po: uiar 
indignation might be the pags if it should appear that one | 
so eminently distinguished for his piety was really a wicked | 
man, and the cause of the trouble in the city.— Todd. 


V.10. Thou didst blaspheme. Blasphemy against the k 
is placed beside blasphemy against God, because the king re).- 
resents God, and rules in his name.—Béhr. 


The Hebrews so much abhorred this crime of blasphemy, t!\.' 
they would not express it by its proper name; but said 4/>. 
instead of curse; as here and in the book of Job. Now it was 
death by the book of Moses to blaspheme God (Lev. 24: 1»), 
and by custom it was death to blaspheme the king, which 1s 
forbidden in these words, Ex. 20: 23.—Patrick. 


Then carry him out. As a public pest; not fit to breathe 
out his spirit in the city.— Zrapp. 


Stone him. The punishment for blasphemy was stoning to 
death (Deut. 13: 10). This, according to traditional law, in- 
volved confiscation of the criminal’s property.— Deutsch. 


V. 12. They proclaimed a fast. Princes never want instru- 
ments to execute their pleasure; and yet it 1s strange, that 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 
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STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


Texas, at Houston 





April 17-19. 
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New Jersey, at Paterson November 13-15. 








NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Seotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders ; 
Part 2, by the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. m., at Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all at Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 r. m., in the Y. M. ©. A. Lecture room. Nortual cless every 
Friday at 7.45 p. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Preshyteriaa 
Church; Conductor, Ralph W eils. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday Schoo! Union, the second Monday evening of 


each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presiylortun ( burch 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting fer Lesson Siady, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hatt, No. lzto © ut Street; also, at | 
noon every Saturday, at the ‘hentia Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Tweltth and Walaut Streets. 

Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening abthe Y. M,C, A, Reoms. 

Pit Va. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
i ya. M. OC. A. Roon Yo. 3b betth Aves 

Cl iL, Jae i} Meeting for Lesson Stadv + y Saturday from 

¥. M. C. A. Hall, Conducted by tie Kev. | 


Ba \ Moeting 


x for Lesson Studv every Friday at 4 Pp. m., at 
1 { n rooms, No. 3 West Lexington Street. 

shoot Teachers’ Noriual class every Satur- 
“i. ©. A. Hall. 


> 
z for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 


ig for Lesson Study every Saturday 
Christian Workers every Tuesday 
1. ©. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 


tudy every Saturday at noon, at | 


rt. Led, during the first quar- 


on the second and fourth Wednesday | 


First Baptist Chureh. 
‘ i mn Sindy. at Farwell Hall, every 
sburcay trom 11 te 12 a.m,; 
r.M.; both in the Y, M. 
v BLK, dacobs, 


trom Sblo4 


i} Normal! class (Union), the first and 
ton Thomthh. 


Pairot Mi i a M ne for Lesson Stady, every Saturday 
\. Hail, Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


evening. ative ¥. ML, 


Ottawa, )oansas, I Nortnal class on the first Wednesday even- 


ing of each month, in different churches, 
Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month, 





THE PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION. 


On Tuesday evening, February 7, the Philadelph.a 
Young Men’s Christian Association celebrated its twenty- 
second anniversary in the hall of its new building, at the 
corner of Chestnut and Fifteenth Streets. 


The large hall was packed to overflowing. In conse- 


two helping hands—by means of temporal and spiritual 
agencies. 
THE METHODS 

Employed have been : 

1. Maintaining an attractive place of resort at the rooms, 
1210 Chestnut Street. 

2. Religious and social meetings, to encourage and form 
| acquaintances among young men. 
| 3. Distribution of religious literature at the depots and 
| on the streets. 

4. Assisting young men to employment. 

5. Giving care to the sick who are friendless. 

6. Relieving the unfortunate who from sickness or lack 
of employment were without food or shelter. 

7. Securing homes in boarding-houses for young men 
who were strangers in the city. 





THE RESULTS. 

It is difficult to make a definite summing up of these. 
The work has been like that of leaven—permeating and 
leavening in all directions. The average number of per- 
ig the rooms daily has been four hundred—the 
number being preatly limited by the poor accommodations 
at present im use. The means employed, as above indi- 


Sonus Vis 


cated, have been: 
1. THE ROOMS, 
At 1210 Chestnut Street. These have afforded a pleasant 
and attractive place of resort for young men—with library 
and reading-room, and committees of reception in attend- 
ance every evening. 
2, THE MEETINGS. 

The number of meetings held in the rooms during the 
year, in the interest of young men, has been 764. This 
includes the noon-day meetings, the young men’s meetings, 
held every nic lit frou 9 to 10 o’elock, and other social and 
religious gatierincs, including Bible classes. Meetings 
held at the kin; aent Bureau on Fourth Street, 168. 


There have been lieid durimg the year, under the Associa- 
tion auspices, in hotels, halls, churches, and residences, 
974. During the yeor, many calls have come to the Asso- 
ciation to send deleg» tions of young men into neighboring 
}towns. Whoist a great deal of this kind of work has been 
done, we only mention that Christian Conventions were 
held at N siown, Chester, Chestnut Hill, Bristol, Phee- 
nixviile, | of Schuylkill, and Conshohocken. The most 
l prominent work duviug the year in religious meetings is 
| that of the patnerings for strangers in the hotels and 
miliiory Camps duviugg the Centennial—especially on the 
Ceutennial grounds, where worship was provided for 


Mulicilse Congrecul ions. 
3. RELIGIOUS LITERATURE, 

We can be more definite as to the quantity of religious 
literature distributed, having the bills of purchase, and the 
quantities printed. ‘There have been 199,000 card messages 
ito young men, on such subjects as “How to Use the 
| Bible,” “The Evils of Wine Drinking,” “Hints to Chris- 
| us,” Temperance Pledges, etc. 109,000 little Dublin 
| Tracts have been distributed, many of which carried 
is to visit the Association. 81,000 tracts were 

ven out—a donation of Harris & Son. Exclusive of all 

257,500 cards of various kinds, inviting young men to 
rooius and to the Young Men’s Meetings—lists of 
churches, to guide strangers,—hymn-sheets for hotels and 
| co) a-wir meetings have been circulated by the committees 


of the Association. 





nVitatle 


4, EMPLOYMENT. 


In the matter of employment, the Association has, during 
© year, found situations for nine hundred and ninety five 

:iulls, and for lads and others under twenty years of age, 
jive hundred and thirty. An office is maintained at 54 
| North Fourth Street, where applications are received, and 
persistent effort is made in behalf of every case applying. 
The Association makes no charge for this service. . 


5. CARE OF THE SICK. 

In the care of sick young men, without friends in the 
city, the Association has responded to every call, whether at 
boarding-houses, hotels, or hospitals, and endeavored, by 
sympathy, attendance of physicians, and watching. to rep- 


among all these judges and great men there should be none | quence of a temporary partial loss of voice to Mr. John | resent the Christian heart of this great city. 


that abhorred such a villainy. It must be considered, how- | Wanamaker, the president of the Association, the chair for | 


ever, that for a long time they had cast off all fear and sense of | 
God, and prostituted their consciences to please their king; 
nor dare they disobey Jezebel's commands, who had the full 
power and government of the king (as they well knew), and 
could easily have taken away their lives, had they refused to 
condemn Naboth.—Stackhouse. 


V.14. Naboth is stoned and is dead. It appears from 
2 Kings 9: 26, that Nabo*h had sons who were also put to 
death at this time. They are generally supposed to have been 
stoned ther with their parent, as Achan’s children were 
with him (Josh. 7: 24, 25); and this is not improbable, for in 
the East a parent's guilt constantly involves the punishment 
ef children (see 2 Kings 14: 6).—. "s Comm, 


the evening was occupied by B. B. Comegys. Addresses 
were delivered by the Chairman, and the Rev. Messrs. John 
E. De Witt and H. Clay Trumbull, of Philadelphia, and the 
Rev. Dr. Noah Hunt Schenck, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

An abstract of the annual report, as printed herewith, was 
read by Mr. Samuel B. Huey, of the Board of Managers. 


ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


The aim of the management during the past year has 
been to make the work essentially a young men’s work for 
young men. Side issues of every kind have been avoided. 





6. RELIEF WORK. 


In the relief work among young men, whilst there are 
many thriftless and worthless fellows, who are tossed up 
by the sea of city life, yet the number of cases of brigi.t 
and worthy young men, who have been disappointed in 
finding employment, and have spent their all seeking and 
waiting for it, is not small. To bridge over the necessities 


of such, or to put them back again in their homes in coun- 
try villages, or in the old homestead, has been the means 
of blessing, not only to the young men themselves, but to 
their families. During the year we have furnished twenty- 





The concentrated aim of the committees has been to lend 
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one hundred lodgings and nineteen hundred and fifty meals 
to such persons. In some cases the only service that is 
needed is the pay of a telegram to some friend, who remits 
the money to bring a relative home. Did time permit, 
many touching illustrations could be given from this 
branch of the Association’s work. 

7. SUPPLYING BOARDING-HOUSES. 


In supplying boarding-houses for young men, a list of | 


Christian families is kept upon the register of the Boarding- 
house Committee at the rooms of the Association. This is 
open to the public, and it 1s impossible to say how many 
persons have been aided in this direction, though it would 
be a fair estimate to say that five young men per day, about 
fifteen hundred in a year, are served by this kind of work. 
No house is recorded on the register without being visited 
by the committee. 
THE NEW BUILDING. 

The best force-the Association could command was given 
to the completion of the new building at Fifteenth and 
Chestnut Streets, with the hope that use might be made of 
it during the Centennial year. We were not disappointed 
in the execution of the contracts, and the building was 
finished to an extent that portions of it might have been 
used during the whole of the Centennial year. In the judg- 
ment, however, of the friends of the Association, whose 
counsel was asked, it seemed best to provide by subscrip- 
tion the entire amount expended for the lot and building 
erected. This seemed wise, inasmuch as this plan will 
secure the permanent income from rentals of stores and 
offices, by which the Association woud have an annual sup- 
port. If the money was raised on mortgage, whatever was 
paid for interest would have to be begged from the citizens 
year by year, so that the Board of Managers concluded to 
keep the building closed until the entire amount needed 
could be subscribed. The people of Philadelphia have 
responded most liberally, but the depressed condition of 
business has hindered the rapid completion of subscrip- 
tions. , 








The cost of the lot was $185,000 
Tis cot ol he OR 284,790 

Received, up to the present time, from the sale of 
property belonging to the Association ---------~_- $67,000 
ince aiscensin lactic nice stipe leericmiitp nin chinteeiaciatinn 323,400 
$390,400 


Within the past sixty days, the subscription’ have 
amounted to 
Leaving a balance (still to be raised) of___-.---------- 


$35,000 
79,400 

. . . The great gain that the use of the building would be 
to the Association and the city is beyond all estimate, and a 
joint effort to raise thissmall portion of present indebtedness 
is earnestly desired. 





MEMBERSHIP. 


During the past year 1291 new members have been added 
to the Association, making an aggregate membership of 
3,458, as follows: 


Active 








1,553 
Associate_ 1,335 
ES IT AI ct ee SN 570 





The membership will no doubt be largely increased when 
the new building is occupied, and the usefulness of the 
Association greatly multiplied in every branch of its work. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The Washington County, R. I., Sabbath School Associa- 
tion, will hold its first Annual Convention at the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, Westerly, February 20, 21. 


—The American Institute of Instruction will hold its 
forty-eighth annual meeting at Montpelier, Vt., July 
10-12. This is an assembly of secular instructors, but 


Sunday-school workers would find it a profitable assembly 
to visit. ‘ 


—A second meeting of the Sunday-school Parliament is 
announced. It will meet, as before, at Wellesley Island, 
in the St. Lawrence, and the Rev. W. F. Crafts will be its 
conductor. The dates chosen for this meeting are August 
20-31, and already ‘the programme is receiving careful 
attention. 


—The Rev. Dr. Howard Croshy lectured before the New 
York Sunday-school Association on Monday evening, 
February 5. His subject was “Ancient History in its 
Connection with the Old Testament.” In the New York 
Daily Witness, this abstract of the address is given: 

There had been a great many apologies made for the Bible. 
which was said net to be intended to teach science, but religion 


This had been said whenever an apparent inaccuracy was discov- | 


ered in its historical statements; but if the Bible was false in 
history, it was false in religion. It would be as though an historian 
claiming to be inspired should say that when Lincoln was assassi- 
nated he was succeeded by Washington. Moses could not have 
been guided by science in his account of the creation and the 
human race as given in the first and tenth chapters of Genesis. 


—_ 


Until recently, geology had falsified the Mosaic account of the 


of animals an immense quantity of graphite or plumbago, which 
showed that the vegetable antedated the animal creation, and this 
confirmed the Mosaic order as given in the first of Genesis. In 
the tenth chapter was found a description of the distribution of 
races, and the discoveries of science agreed exactly with it so far 
as discovery had gone. Moses got those two chapters from God. 
The lecturer proceeded to a comparison of various portions of the 
| Old Testament, with the discoveries of the last thirty years, show- 
ing how perfectly they agree in regard to the contact of the chil- 
dren of Israel with other nations, their virtues and defects. “The 
newly discovered histories rendered plain many apparent incon- 
sistencies in the Bible. The lecture was illustrated by a black- 
board sketch of the countries embraced in the subject. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
—In the Baptist Sunday-school of Marlboro’, Mass., 
nearly every member of the church is a scholar. 


—From the Congregational Sunday-school at Ayer, 
Mass., over thirty scholars in a membership of a hun- 
dred and eighty, have recently united with the church. 


—A new chapel for the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Wilkesbarre, Penn., has just been finished. The 
entire structure is the gift of one lady. The Sunday-school 
accommodation consists of an auditorium capable of seat- 
ing three hundred persons, with infant and intermediate 
departments, together furnishing seats for three hundred 
scholars, and both capable of being at pleasure connected 
with or cut off from the auditorium. There is also a 
gallery upon which five Bible class rooms open, each of 
which seats from fiftyto a hundred persons. In addition 
to these rooms there are lavatories, cloak-rooms, vestibules, 
and ample stairways. The Sunday-school rooms are fur- 
nished with carpets, chairs, tables, etc., and the entire cost 
has been about $27,500. The architect was Mr. Bruce 
Price of Wilkesbarre. 


—A series of lessons for Unitarian Sunday-schools has 
been arranged. The lessons are to be graded to the differ- 
ent ages and capacities of the scholars, and for each grade a 
four years’ course is prescribed. The system provides for 
a Preparatory department, corresponding to the ordinary 
infant class. Next follows the Primary department, which 
is to have prepared lessons, and ultimately manuals, as 
follows: First year, stories from the Old Testament; Sec- 
ond year, New Testament stories, with special reference to 
the parables; Third year, Illustrations of the Sermon on 
the Mount, and other discourses of Jesus; Fourth year, 
The Life of Jesus. For the Junior department, including 
ehildren from about twelve to sixteen years of age, will be 
the following studies: First year, Life lessons as taught by 
persons and events in Jewish history, from Abraham to 
John the Baptist ; Second year, Palestine and its people, 
as they were from the time of John the Baptist to that of 
Paul; Third year, Spread of Christianity from the time of 
Paul to that of Constantine ; Fourth year, Christian history 
from Constantine to Luther. In the Senior department the 
course will be, for the first year, The origin of the Bible; 
Second year, History of Christian doctrines, Christian ethics, 
ete.; Third year, Christianity and other forms of religion ; 
Fourth year, Modern Christianity, from Luther to the 
present, with special reference to the development of Liberal 
Christianity ; Fifth year, Religion as affected by modern 
science. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Following the work of Messrs. Moody and Sankey in 
Glasgow, Scotland, an Evangelistic Committee was 
appointed to carry on the same good efforts. So important 
has their work become, that eight months ago “ The Glas- 
gow United Evangelistic Association” was formed. A 
public meeting in the interests of this association was held 
January 9. Various speakers set forth the several depart- 
ments of associational work, which includes noon-day prayer- 
meetings, Sunday-morning breakfasts for the poor, a home for 
destitute children, an employment bureau, a ladies’ temper- 
ance prayer union, Bible text and flower distribution 
among the sick poor, a day feeding-school for children, 
public houses (without drink) for workmen, and special 
| gospel services at all available points. The expense of the 
| entire work for the last nine months was £1530. The 
| basis of this new association is enunciated in this extract 
from its Constitution : 








The name of the Association shall be the Glasgow United Evan. 
| gelistic Association, and its members shall consist of all yearly 
| subscribers of 5 s. and upwards to its funds, who profess their belief 
| in the following doctrines, viz—(1.) The Divine ‘nspiration, au- 
| thority and sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures; (2.) The right and 
| duty of private judgment in the interpretation of the Holy Serip- 
| tures; (3.) The unity of the Godhead, and the Trinity of Persons 
| therein ; (4.) The utter depravity of human nature in consequence 

of the Fall; (5.) The incarnation of the Son of God, his work of 





atonement for sinners of mankind, and his mediatorial intercession 
order of creation by showing that animals were found below plants | and reign ; (6.) The justification of the sinner by faith alone; (7.) 
in the rocks; but three years ago there was found below the remains | The work of the Holy Spirit in the confession and sanctification of 


the sinner; (8.) The immortality of the soul, the resurrection of 
the body, the blessedness of the righteous, and the eternal punish- 
ment of the wicked; (9.) The divine institution of the Christian 
ministry, the obligation and the perpetuity of the ordinances of 
baptism and Lord's Supper. 

The object of this public meeting was to impart informa- 
tion concerning their work, to remove prejudices, and enlist 
new contributors and workers. 


—The Boston papers are giving very full reports of the 
work of Messrs. Moody and Sankey. And the reports are 
eagerly sought for, so that far beyond the voice of the 
preacher and of the singer their labors are extended. Of 
course, the usual pen portraits of the two evangelists have 
been repeated, usually with marked skill and fairness. 
The attendance has been all that the Tabernacle could hold, 
with overflow meetings at the Berkeley Street Congrega- 
tional and the Clarendon Street Baptist churches. Mr. 
Moody began his work especially with Christian people, 
inspiring them with courage, and calling them to consecra- 
tion. At the first noon-day prayer-meeting, Mr. Moody 
commented on the fifty first Psalm in aclose personal way. 
An extract from the report of the Boston Journal will give 
a specimen of his appeal : 


We must commence with our own hearts. 
there. 


God wants truth 
It is not people who are making outward profession and 
yet living out of communion with God that are going to accomplish 
much. God wants us really. He looks down into our hearts, and 
he wants truth there. We cannot impose upon him, we cannot 
deceive him. If we attempt to wash ourselves, we shall make very 
poor work of it; what we want is for God to wash us, and then we 
will be clean. We must let God cleanse us; that is his work. I 
think if you would look through this psalm you would be wonder- 
fully impressed with the thought of how often he refers to himself— 
“me,” “mine;” thirty-three times he speaks of himself in these 
nineteen verses. “Have mercy on me, forgive me, blot out my 
transgressions.” It is hard for us to get home to ourselves; it is 
easy for us to confess the sins of others and of the church; it is 
easy to see the sins of other people; but to get down to the personal 
is hard. If we are going to have a real thorough work in Boston, 
it must begin with God's own people; to take the ministers and 
deacons first, and then go down to the pews. God is not going 
over a cold, dead church to reach the world. If there should be a 
revival and many conversions, and the church not quickened, it 
would not mean much. The standard of the church is so low now 
that it does not mean much; it is easy to be a professed Christian. 
We must elevate the standard of Christianity. 

At the second noon-day prayer-meeting the duty of 
confession was pressed. In this service Mr Moody said: 

You have had preaching enough to convert all Boston to God. 
What we want are men who can get hold of God in prayer, and 
perhaps we have got to begin where Daniel did and confess our 
sins. There is nothing recorded against him in scripture, but he 
began by confessing his sins. There were a great many in his day, 
no doubt, who looked down upon him with scorn and contempt; 
but that didn’t turn him, he went to his room three times a day 
and prayed. 

Requests for prayer are multiplying. Mr. Moody and 
the ministers have had several meetings for private con- 
ference and devotion. The Friday meetings, as usual, are 
specially for victims of intemperance, and the Christian 
women are vigorously at work. 


PERSONAL. 


—Professor John 8. Hart is pronounced out of immediate 
danger from the results of his fall. 


—During a recent long period of rainy weather in Eng- 
land, the Rev. Dr. Raleigh, of London, preached from the 
text in Ezra 10: 13: “It is a time of much rain.” 


—The Rev. Dr. John H. Vincent was in Philadelphia, on 
Wednesday evening of last week, to make an address at the 
anniversary of the Memorial Baptist Sunday-school. 

—The venerable Dr. Enoch Pond, of the Bangor Theo- 
logical Seminary, is writing a series of papers in The 
Golden Rule, of Boston, on “The Value of the Old Testa- 
ment.” 


—Many interested readers of “ Helen’s Babies” will be 
saddened to note the death of Charles Burnham (“Toddie”), 
thg five-year-old son of John and Alice Habberton, the 
authors of that attractive book. 


—The Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph has entered upon his 
duties as pastor of the First Baptist Church of Indianapo- 
lis. His place as Sunday-school Secretary of the Baptist 
Publication Society has not been filled. 


—Mr. Justice Strong, of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, who is newly prominent as a member of the 
Electoral Commission at Washington, represented, in May 
last, the Presbyterian General Assembly, on a committee 
to protest against the opening of the International Expo- 
sition on Sundays. His argument on that point before 
the United States Centennial Commission was published ia 
full in The Sunday School Times for June 3. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


CONNECTICUT BLUE LAWS.* 


“ History” has been facetiously defined as that form of fic- 
tion concerning haman events which is commonly accepted as 
the truth. But even on this liberai basis, history is an ancer- 
tain element; for what is commonly unquestioned at one time 
is vigorously denied at another. 

There are in every age investigators and antiquarians who 
will not be content with leaving history as their fathers read 
it; but who muet search for themselves, to see if there is any 
basis of solid fact for popular beliefs concerning men and 
things of former days. And these upturners and examiners 
of venerable traditions are every now and then bringing the 
community to believe that some cherished historical fact is 
nothing more than a myth. At one time it is the story of 
Pocahontas and John Sm.th which is called in question, and 
again it is that of William Tell and Geasler. What wonder is 
there that the disturbed old lady cried out in anxious fear, 
“ But they will leave us Cain and Abel; won't they ?”’ 

Now, if there was one thing in American history which 
might have been considered settled, in popular belief, it was 
that the “Connecticut blue laws" were the most rigid, unrea- 
sonable, and puritanical statutes which were ever in force in 
any commonwealth; that, indeed, those laws were strict be- 
yond all precedent in attaching severe penalties to the slightest 
departures from an arbitrary and bigoted standard in religious 
doctrine and in common behavior. Yet here comes a dis- 
tinguixhed antiquary and historian, and actually denies the 
whole thing. Ie insists upon it that the “blue laws of Con- 
necticut’ were never enacted in Connecticut; but that laws 
very much like them were in forcéin the other American colo- 
nies and in their mother country. And the strangest thing of 
all is, that he proves his declarations beyond the possibility of 
reasonable doubt. 

Dr. Trumbull is thoroughly familiar with the subject of 
which he treats. He is president of the Connecticut IListorical 
Society ; he was for some years Secretary of State in that 
commonwealth, and he has edited the published volumes of 
the earlier colonial records of Connecticut. He is also quite 
an authority in matters relating to general American history. 
He undertakes to show that while the standard of civil and 
religious liberty recognized in legislation two centuries ago 
was far below that which now prevails, the founders of Con- 
necticut and New Haven Colonies (for these two colonies were 
quite distinct) were decidedly in advance of their age. In his 
opinion, “ he who believes that the early legislation of New 
England was distinguished, in its time, by the severity of its 
penalties, knows little of the history of criminal law in Great 
Britain or America;” for “in the reform of penal legislation 
New England was at least a century in advance of the mother 
country.” 

Not content with general statements, Dr. Trumbull gives at 
length the earlier constitutions and laws of Connecticut and 
New Haven Colonies, and brings their severer features into 
close comparison with those of laws of the same period, and 
later, in force in England, in Massachusetts, in Rhode Island, 
in New York, in Maryland, and in Virginia. These compari- 
rons would seem conclusive on the points ‘raised by the histo- 
rian. They ought to be sufficient to convince any intelligent 
reader that it is high time that the verdict of popular history 
concerning “ Connecticut blue laws’ was finally reversed. 

It is in its explanation of the manner in which the fiction 
which has so long been accepted as history on this point came 
to have popular credence, that this book is most entertaining. 
It seems that a renegade Tory from Connecticut, the Rev. 
Samuel Peters, who went over to England at the opening of 
our Revolution, published, in London, a“ History of Con- 
necticut,’ in which, among other inventions of his fertile 
brain, was: the “Code of Blue Laws,” extracts from which 
have been so often quoted as the genuine acts of Connecticut 
legislation. This man Peters seems to have been a regular 
Munchausen in his narrations. He told seriously of a wonder- 
ful stream at Bellows Falls, where “ the water 1s consolidated 
by pressure, by swiftness, between the pinching, sturdy rocks, 
to such a degree of induration, that no iron crow can be 
forced into it,” while the stream is “harder than marble.” 
He also described the strange Connecticut quadrupeds, * the 
whappernocker" and “the cuba"; but, after all, his most 
startling and most baseless invention was the “ Code of Blue 
Laws.” 

Yet this set of forgeries has passed into history as genuine, 
and been quoted as true by such writers as Bishop Wilber- 





force of England, Judge Haliburton of Nova Scotia, Dr.. 


Smucker of Pennsylvania, and Professor Schele De Vere of Vir- 
ginia; while, as Professor Kingsley says, “thousands have 
believed implicitly in the existence of the ‘ blue laws,’ who 
could searcely be said to have any other article of faith.” Dr. 
Trumbull's exposure of the falsity of Peters's “ History,” and 


* The True Bluc Laws of Connecticut and New Haven. and the False 
Blue Laws invented by the Rev. Samuel Pelers. To which are added 
spdcimnns of the laws and judicial ings of other colonies. and 


2 blue-laws in the reign of James I. Edited by J. 
wataend Hartford: American Publishing 


lammond Trumbull, LL. D, 
pany. (l2mo, pp, 360, 


of the unfairness of “ respectable and reverend authors,” who 

| have reiterated its “malignant fabrications.” because they 
were thus supplied with “ facilities for breaking the ninth 
commandnient without incurring personal responsibility,” is 
complete. Moreover, his work is a valuable contribution to 
the history of comparative legislation on questions of religious 
liberty. 


The Emphatic Diaglott; or, The New Testament in Greek 
and English. By Benjamin Wilson. New York: 8. R. Weils 
& Co—As the title-page informs us, this volume contains 
the original Greek text of what is commonly styled the New 
Testament (according to the recension of Dr. J. J. Griesbach), 
with an interlineary word-for-word English translation; a 
new emphatic version, based on the interlineary translation, 
on the renderings of eminent critics, and on the various read- 
ings of the Vatican manuscript, No. 1209 in the Vaticar. 
library, together with illustrative and explanatory foot- 
notes, and a copious selection of references. To the whole of 
which is added a valuable alphabetical appendix.” A promsing 
title-page of a book on which the author has evidently ex- 
pended a great deal of labor. For scholars it has, of course, 
no value, except as a curiosity: for no biblical scholar can 
stand the worry incident to the reading of an “interlineary 
word-for-word English translation,” 
serious objections, The author probably designed it for the 
use of those who do not read Greek, and yet hope to get. by 
some such help as this, @ more correct notion of the meaning 
of the Greek Testament. For some such the volume may be 
useful, provided it is correct. The class alluded to have no 
means of detecting the errors, if there are such. Relying 
upon this work exclusively, too many of them will infer that 
they know the original, because they know what Mr. Wilson 
has here printed for their use. Unfortunately, in that case, 
they will not be relying upon the best authority. The volume 
makes no allusion to the Sinaitic manuscript, hence its critical 
emendations are open to doubt. This is probably owing to 
the fact that, although the title-page reads, “ 1876," the book 
was written more than twelve years ago, and shows all the 
marks of that age. The translation is often directly opposed 
to what the author is pleased to call “the renderings of emi- 
nent critics " (meaning exegetes). When any one writes of 
“the Aionian kingdom of Jesus, the Anointed One’ as Mr. 
Wilson does in his preface, it is fair to conclude that his 
translation will be full of infelicities, and that the drift of 
comment will be against the doctrine of eternal punishment. 
An examination of the book shows this to he the case. In 
many passages where all modern scholars are agreed as to the 
incorrectness of the English version, Mr. Wilson leaves it un- 
altered. The “emphatic ” printing is overdone, and in many 
cases the emphasis is placed on the wrong word. When to 
this it is added that the type 1s poor, and that the use of three 
kinds of type close together on one page is peculiarly trying to 
the eyes, we leave the reader to infer whether we are recom- 
mending the book as useful’ to the average Sunday-school 
teacher. (16mo. Cloth, $4.00.) 


A Night anda Day: also Apple- Tree Court and The Worth 
of a Baby. By Hesba Stretton. New York: American Tract 
Society. —Some months ago, in an English periodical, we read 
Apple Tree Court. It reminded us, in its tender pathos, of 
the charming story, ‘ Jessica’s First Prayer,” which was, we 
think, the earliest effort of its author’s pen. These tales deal 
with some phases of English life among the poor. The first 
is the description of a mine, in which a party of men were 
endangered by a flood. One of their friends, who knew the 
paths and turnings of the mine, went down to try and save 
them; but, while they were saved without his help, he very 
nearly perished himself. The lesson of the story is, ‘‘ Though 
He slay me, yet will I trast in him,” and it shows how even 


loving others better than himself. The second siory relates 
how a beautiful child imperilled his life, in a neighborhood 
filled with wicked and abandoned people, going among them 
to sing of Jesus and his love. Through the boy's hymns, and 
his suffering in consequence of a brutal attack, the court was 
won. The third convevs a tender thought of what helpless 
babyhood is worth. We cordially recommend the little com- 
pilation. (18 mo, pp. 128. Cloth, 75 cents.) 


The Stranger in His Gates. By Mrs. M. E. Bradley. Phila- 
delphia: American Baptist Publication Society —This book 
will be doubtless popular with young people wherever it 
finds them, whether it is the book for them or not. It is 
written in an easy and flowing style, its interest is never 
allowed to flag, and its drift is on the side of the right. A 
sweet girl of sixteen, drooping under chills and fever, goes 
from her home in old Virgima to visit an aunt in New York 
City. She carries to her aunt’s boarding-house, and to its va- 
rious inmates, the influence of her bright, sunny piety, which 
was nurtured hy a tender and trustful mother in the home- 
nest she has left. There are many exciting situations in the 
story, yet all of them could be paralleled in actual life. We 
think that there is a place for books of this kind, and a work 
for them to do, in fighting and driving off that literature of 





to say nothing of more | 


an ignorant and unlettered man may follow the Master in | 





and girls, poisoning their imaginations, and ruining their in- 
tellectual appetites. To this remark, we must add a regret 
that the author makes love-affairs so prominent, and that she 
appears to regard the marriage of cousins with ayprobation. 
We should not recommend it for the Sunday-school library. 
(16mo, pp. 380. Cloth.) 


Madcap Violet. A Novel. By William Black. New York: 
Harper & Brothers.—Mr. Black's style is clear, sparkling, easy, 
—at times almost to carelessness,—and his bits of landscape 
description are very fine. The plot of this novel is simple, 
and the interest does not consist so much in the story as in 
the racy, breezy dialogue, and the careful, unforced delineation 
and development of character. The best character in the 
book is, however, certainly not the heroine,—who, notwith- 
standing her beauty, spirit, and madeap eccentricities, has 
too palpably a spice of deceit and meanness to be attractive, — 
but it is the irrepressible Mr. Drummond who deserves @ 
volume to himself. Of course we are taken to the author's 
favorite scenes in the Scottish Highlands, and introduced to 
some of those McKenzies who made the charm of the 
“ Princess of Thule.” (12mo, pp. 429. Cloth, $1.50; paper, 
75 cents.) 


Joshua Haggard’s Daughter. By M. E. Braddon. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—Miss Braddon, as she gets older, 
seems to be growing tame and peaceable. The wild woman 
of her earlier novels, with a Lady Gay S;anker’s devotion to 
horseflesh and a Cleopatra's disregard of the ordinary canons 
of the moral law, 1s passing away. In the present story there is 
nothing worse than a gentleman who is both Methodist min- 
ister and murderer. He does not hang for his crime, which is 
that of making way with his daugliter’s lover; and Miss 
Braddon, as the man said wlien he issued a funeral invitation, 
tries to make it as pleasant as she can all round. The daugh- 
ter marries somebody else, and consoles herself with the reflec- 
tion that her father's guilt is unknown, and that he is univer- 
sally revered and beloved. (Svo, pp.172. Paper, 75 cents.) 

Stories of Vinegar Hill. By the author of Ellen Montgom- 
ery’s Book~-helf, ete. Three volumes: The Old Church Door: 
Golden Thorns; An Hundredjold. New York: Kobert 
Carter & Brothers.—Prettily bound and attractively illus- 
trated are these stories of village and rural life. They come 
trom the pen of Miss Warner, and they are written with a 
purpose ; namely, to show how religion should work in the line 
of lifting people up, and helping them to lead better and 
happier lives. The influence of one good woman is brought 
to bear upon:a number of comfortable, easy-going Christians, 
who have never thought that they could do anything towards 
driving Satan from his entrenchment on Vinegar Hill. How 
the leaven of love spreads, and the changes it begins, are 
told, and that very pleasantly, in this series of books. 


The Sun-maid. By the author of “ Artiste.” New York: 
Harper & Bros.—Reading this romance gives one the impres- 
sion of being in a crowd of sentimental foreigners, with hard 
names, sounding titles, and oppressive politeness. The story 
opens in the Basque Province, with the conventional grum- 
bling English tourist in the foreground ; and it goes on accumu- 
lating its characters at a rate that is wearisome. The strength 
of the writer is expended chiefly in depicting scenes of Russian 
life, and although this is done with old-fa-hioned circumstan- 
tial minuteness, and the tone of the work throughout is 
healthy, the canvas is so crowded, and the shading has so 
much of the moonlight element in it, that the whole effect is a 
somewhat drowsy one. (8vo, pp. 145. Paper, 50 cents.) 


Vine and Oline; or, Young America in Spain and Portugal. 
By William T. Adams (Oliver Optic). Boston: Lee & Shep- 
ard.—We do not look upon Oliver Optic as a safe writer for 
the young, nor do we count his stories as of a high order of 
hterature, Lut this story is less objectionable than many from 
his pen. It is suited to convey useful information on various 
important subjects in an attractive way. <A boy will find in 
it a record of adventure sufficiently interesting to beguile him 
through its pages; and on closing the Look he will be in pos- 
session of no small amount of valuable knowledge about Spain 
and Portugal, their history, climate, }roductious, manners, 
and customs. (l6mo, pp. 412. Cloth, $1.50.) 





A Strange Sea Story. By Mrs. Julia McNair Wright. New 
York: The National Temperance Society —This is a good 
book for boys; interesting, varied in scene, meritorious in 
style, and probable in plot. The author assures us, in fact, 
that its leading incidents are true. The dominion of drink 
over Jack Tar, afloat and ashore, is strongly described. Mre. 
Wright's story hes in the past, and we believe that 1n later 
times the sailors, at least on the sea, are not so drunken as 
they once were. The allowing of grog-money instead of grog, 
m the navy, was a step in the right direction. (16mo, pp. 
427. Cloth, $1.50.) 





Responsive Services. A Compilation. Philadelphia : Alex- 


—_ j mere empty sensatienalism which ia alluring too many boys | ander Kirkpatrick, 1122 Chestnut Street—Included in this 
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collection are selections from the Scriptures 
for responsive reading, the Apostles’ Creed, 
the Gloria in Excelsis, various general and 
special prayers, doxologies, and suggested out- 
lines of service. There are many lay workers 
in charge of Sunday-scliool chapel and services 
who need, the help of such a manual as this. 
Its selections are in excellent taste. Whoever 
is arranging liturgical services would do well 
to have this at hand. (18mo, pp. 110. Flex 
ible cover.) 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
[All books ree sxeived will be promptly noticed under 


this head. ‘The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice. j 





Sone Victories or “Tae Biss anp Sankey Hymns.” 
One hundred incidents in regard to the origin 
and power of the hymns conts ained in “Gospel 
Hymns and sacred Songs.” limo, pp. 156. 
Boards, 50 cents. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. 
(For sale by J, B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Mopery Materttism in Its Relation to Religion and 
Tneology. By James Martineau, LL.D. With 
an Introduction by Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 3 
1umo, pp. 211. Cloth, $1.00. New York: G. 
Putnam’s Sons. (For salé by ‘The Presbyterian 
Board of Publication.) 


Tus CuitpHoop or tHe Enaiisn Nation; or, The 
Beginning of English History. by EllaS. Armi- 
tage. limo, pp. 247. Cloth, $1.25. New York: 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons. (For sale by the Presby- 
terian Board of Publication.) 


Senections From tHE Writtncs or Lorp Macavutay. 
Edited with occasional notes by George Otto Tre- 
velyan, M. P. 8vo, pp. 472. Cloth. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. B, Lippincott 
& Co.) 


A Rive to Kurva: Travels and Adventures in Cen- 
tral Asia. By Fred Burnaby. With Maps and an 
pendix. 12mo, pp. 43. Cloth. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. (fur sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 

= Musica Reaper; or, The Practice and Princi- 

les of tae Art. By —— Meigneu and Wiiliam 
. Keys. (Fourth editivn., svo, pp. 124. Boards, 
$1.00. Philadelphia: Witliain li. Boner & Co. 

Arrows aNnp Anecpotes, By Dwiaut L. Moopy. With 

a Story of his Early Life. By John Lobb. 12mo, 
207. Cloth. New York: Henry Gurley, 31z 
ourth Avenue. 

Eyes anp Ears; on, How! See anp Hear. By Aunt 
Yewrownckie. Illustrated. lémo, pp. 320, Cloth, 
$1.25, Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. 

Tre Pierm’s Progress. By John Bunyan. L[lus- 
trated. l6mo, pp. 496. Cloth, $1.25. Philadel- 
phia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 

Mr. Wauiinerorn’s Mistake. By Mrs. A. K. Dun- 
ning. l6mo, pp. 24). Cloth, $1.00. Philadel- 
phia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


Covers.— Brown’s Bronchial Troches” 
will allay irritation which induces cough- 
ing, giving oftentimes immediate relief in 
Bronchitis, Influenza, Hourseness, and Con- 
sumptive and Asthmatic Complaints. 











Miss SaLLi£ CHEsTER has written a most 
delightful book for young ladies, which she 
calls Her Little World;* price, $1.50, postage 
10cents. The American Tract Society, New 
York, publish it. Ask booksellers for it. 
Send to H. N. Thissell, 1512 Chestnut Street, 
Puiladelphia, where you will find all the 
books and periodicals of this Society. 

Now that there is so much uneasiness 
in the community concerning life insurance 
companies, those institutions which are be- | 
yond question as to their stability, sound- 
ness, and good management have a greater 
advantage than ever. Unless, indeed, one 
can have an assurel confidence in the 
strength and integrity of a company in 
which he has invested for the support of his 
family when he shall no longer be with 
them, he loses the chief value of life insur- 
ance. The statement given this week, on 
another page, of the condition anJ assets of 
The Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
New York, is calculated to inspire confidence 
in whoever examines it intelligently. From 
this statement, certified to as correct by 


New York State, it appears that the a 
holds “$50, 855,200.18 in bonds and mort- 
gages, with $34,000,000 insurance as col 

lateral; real estate valued at $3,410,451.43 


United States, state, and city bonds imme- 


diately convertible into cash of the market | Damme 337 4 PHOTOGRAPHS | OF 'P. P. BLISS. 
cash on hand, | | 
$2,183,001.73, and other cash items which | | 


value of $12,673,569.33: 


swell the total to $82.360,18859. The | 


expense of acquiring and con lucting its | by publishers. PEEK & SON, 23 Clinton Place. 


business is set down at 67-10 per cent. 
upon the income of the year,—a low figure. 


MORE OF THEM. 


The demand for binders has been so great 








| ing through New York. will do well to give the Grand 
| Vantage afforded by a first-class hotel. while the 


the Acting Superintendent of Insurance of | stringency of the times. 


| 
Pe Cards no two alike 10c, 40 of same in handsome 
7 es case 35c. 25 scroll 20e. 25 chromo hc. 50 





that we have had to order another large stock 
ofthem. We can send by mail, postage paid, 


leather, for $1.50. ‘These binders have becn 
made expressly for The Times, and are of the 
best manufacture. The papers can be placed 
in the binder week by week. Subscribers 
wishing to keep their copies of The Times in. 
good condition, and have them at hand for 


refercnee, should obtain one of these binders. 


Address 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 








610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE MUSIC READER, 


BY MEIGNEN & KEYS, 
For Schools, Classes, and Private Instruction is 


THE BLST LOOK 


published, Price, $1.00, or $9.00 per dozen, Co ies 
mailed post-paid upon receipt of marked price, This 
book is recommended by teachers as being the Brest 
Mernop for learning the art of music reauing. 
Published and for sale by 
WM. H. BONER & CO., Agen 
1102 Chestnut Street, "Fhitadetphia, 








IN CHICAGO, 
a good one for $1.00 or an elegant one, half MQQDY 2:9: 


iow aan are in the 

new bo 
Authorized edition from the Chics = Inter Ocean, 
Verbatim Reports. 526 pages. $2. This work con- 
tains Mr. Moody’s most effective sermons, “ Where 
art Thou?” * iel;” Excuses (2); The Precious 
Blood (2); Heaven (2); How to study the Bible (2); 
his sermon on the death of P. P. Burss, with 
sketch and portrait, ete. The publie are cautioned 
ainst old, revamped and unauthorized works. 
| This is a companion volume to, yet entirely 
different from, his 72 New York Sermons entitled 


FROM 
tu GLAD TIDINGS 
New York Tribune reports. 504 pages. $2. Mailed 
on receipt of price. Agents wanted. 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 


New Sabbath School Books 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 








EYES AND EARS; Or, How I 


See and Hear. 


By AUNT YEWROWNCKIE. 1l6mo. Illustrated. 
Price, $1.25. 





Ray's Check System Library Register. 


of books, by many hundreds of Librarians and Superintendents ; among whom are 


From John L. Dubois, Attorney at Law, Doylestown, Pa. 


We are using in our Sabbath school with great satisfaction the Check System Library Register 
It is so superior in every way to all records we have introduced that we now desire no further chan: ae. 


From D. A. Waldron, Banker, Providence, R. I. 


the Check System. 


| From Asa Snyder, Importer of Lrons, Richmond, Va. 


wants better than any plan we have tried 


nearly six years, and can heartily recommend the system as by far the best that I have ever seen. 


From J. W. Barrett, Editor of the Canton Press, Canton, Mo. 
I consider it (the Check System Library Register) the best system ever devised. 


From 8S. P. Robbins, firm of Wm. Lincoln & Co., Insurance 
Agents, Warren, Mass. 


We are using the second register now, having worn out one, and like it much. 


Before adopting any other plan, send for our circulars. They are FREE. 


Garrigues Brothers, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





The great saver of time, labor, and books, used in distributing between one and two millions 


I have seen no mode of delivering Sunday-school Library Books for which I would exchange 


The funday school of which I am Superintendent an uses your Check System. It has met our 


BOYS AT EASTWICK. 
By M. E. GRIFFITH. author of “Leaves and 
Fruit,” &c. 16mo, Four illustrations. Price, $1. 
PEWIT’S NEST SERIES. 


| By MISS MARTHA FINLEY (Martha Farquhar- 
son). 12 vols. 3zmo, Each two illustrations, 
Price, $3. 








Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1334 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia, 


CIRCULATION 


MOBE THAN DOUBLED. 
A RARE SUCUESS. 


READY THIS DAY. 
SECOND EDITION. 





From Rev. Henry S. Getz, Rector of Trinity Church, Warren, Pa. Part 1 of the “People’s Pulpit.” 


I have had a copy of the Check System Library Register in use in my Sunday-school here for 


| Price 25 cents prepard. $3.00 per year. 





CONTENTS. 

No. Page. 
1. THE SAVIOR OF THE BODY.......-.__.-___- 1. 
2. THE LORD OF THE MIND-_-.......-....__. 13. 
3. SEPARATE FROM SINNERS---...-..--.--- 26. 
4. WINTER VOYAGES.--....-...-.-.-.._..--..37. 
5. EVASION OF DUTY 49. 


An unparalleled success. Rarely has a second 
edition of sermons been so speedily called for. It is 
said that two of the above discourses— Nos. 1 and 4— 
| are alone worth double the yearly subscriptions to 
| the “ People’s Pulpit.” 
| Editor, REV. DR. TYNG, JR. 
Manager and Publisher, WM. B. MUCKLOW. 


Address : “ PEOPLE’S PULPIT,” 








SPECIAL NOTICES, 





“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WURID.” 





| Tunoven the length and breadth of the land the T H E 

celebrated SILVER TIPPED Boots and Shoes are 

| sold by the million, for parents know they last twice 

| aus long as those without ‘lips. j \ 
Also try Wire Quilted Soles. | 





A Girr.—J. L. Patten & Co., 162 William Street, 
New* York, will send every reader of ‘Ihe Sunday 
School Times who will send them their address, 
and three-cent stamp for postage. a sample package 
of Transrex Picrvres with book of instructions. 
‘These pictures are highly colored, beautiful. and 
are easily transferred to any object so as to imitate 
the most beautiful Roe 








The Grand Union n Hotel, of New York. opposite 
Grand Central Depot is one of the most popular of 
the New York City first-class hotels. It is so conve- 
niently located to the Grand Central Depot, that all 
expense of curriage and baggage e xpressage is saved 
its guests. Persons contemplating visiting or_pass- 





INNATI. 


Union atrial. The Grand Union supplies every ad- 











42d Street and Madison Ave., 
NEW YORK CITY. 





O°: PER DOZ., ENGLISH FIG’D PEARL 

A Shirt Buttons. Bankrupt Stock, 900 gross. 
Wide Stay Binding or Roll Tape, 2c. a piece. 
Beautiful Hamburg Edgings, 5, 12}4, 26 to Tie. 

Bankrupt Stock, Chilcren’s Hose, 6, 12% to Sue. 

Bankrupt Stock. Ladies’ Hose, 6. 25 to 40c. 
srestifal, Stock, Warm Gloves. 12%. 26 to 50ce. 

| Bankrupt Stock. Merino Shirts, 20, 3774 to bbe. 

| Heavy double-width Table Linen, 31, 374% to The. 
Linen Crash Towels and Towelling, 7, 10, 18 to <6c. 
W hite Shirt Buttons, think, 12 dozen for 4e. 
lvory Buttons. al) colors, 8 to lke. a dozen. 
(Choice Rutber ] uttens. 6 to kc. a dozen. 
(losing out a bankrupt stock of Luttons and 

Sundries, at 


OWEN EVANS’ ©/eop Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 


4 GREAT OFFER! list. ‘nacs 


of 100 PIA NS, new and 
pow ne hee of ‘ae Ld ot including 
WATER?’ at lower prices for cash or Install- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
effered. WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and 








rites of charges are moderate, being suited to the 














fine white 15c, 50 Cardinal re » 15e, 25 Jet in gold 

€. Your name on all, 25 blan seroll loc. Samp- 

les of cards and a large 40 column paper for 3c. 
Agents wanted. G. R. ULuman, 12 Winter st. Boston, Ms 


’, Dexter, Centennial, an 
Benet Parlor— 70c. to $30 ‘each. 
SorrentoSaws, Carv- 


ing ‘oolsandDesigns. 
TOOL S Pe, Carpenters, Cab- 


PUBLICATION SOC. and ay Sa sae 


1420 Chestnut & st. " Philadelphia, Pa., ak a ¢ Mee 


| FOR 25 CENTs. 








LOOK.—* Heaven is on the other side.” Newand 


beautiful Song and Chorus, 35 cents. sent post-paid poe — —_ —" 


or machines you req 


voneen S'|STALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 


Each kt ts. Good 
peatimonials tescived. Tere ikeeh hoe TOOL DEPOT, 
ticulurs irve. J. Worth & Co.st-Louis, do. | 607 Market Street, 











UPRIGHT PLAN OS & ORGANS are the BEST 


LAT IES =. aay See apt MADE. AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated Cat~ 
Attachments— | alogues Mailed. A liberal! Jisceunt’o Teachers, 


Ministers, Churches, ec, Sheet music at helf price. 


SCROLL ‘SAW bere » | HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufetrs. ard 
hem ag Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, N. ¥. 


The New Bliss &4 Sankey Den Books, 
Tracts and Religious Books. 
All Books and Requisites 4 
The Sunday School a 
D. LOTHROP & CO.S 
Bookstore and Bible Warehouse. 
32 FRANKLIN STREET, BOSTON 





TOOL CHESTS wip tare — LOOK ! 2252. OFFER EVER MADE. A er 
hat kind 


of tools | 


, 32-column 8-page Weekly paper. for one 

ae (contains one of Moody’s sermons each week,) 
50 fine visiting cards. for $1. Samples 3c. 
RAMBLER PUB. CO.,12 Winter St., Boston, Mass. 





WATCHES. Chenpest in the known 
Pa. worl la watch ond outht to Agents, 


For terms address COULTER & CO.Chtougo 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


—o—- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - - + $2.15 each. 
“ 6t0 20 “* “2 1,90 “ 

20 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “* 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 


of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





——$——$—_— 


Suoseripuions will be received for any portion ot 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—--—- 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tue ‘Tims. 


—_o—- 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 
100 “= ome year, - -= = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


—_—o—— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 + one year, »= © = 25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


——}o———_ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


—j9—_— 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, > Is. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

—$o_ 


Advertising Rates. 
Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - . - 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line(as above), -_  - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), + + 50 cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE KATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


10 ” . 8 o 
15 «“ “ 13 o 
20 . “ 96 “ 
25 “ “ 52 “ 


Friday of the week preceding their issue, 


a 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, | 
@10 CHESTNUT STREET, Pumapacruia. 


| } S| 
&@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by | ders that are constentl in 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





NATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION 
AND ORATORY, 


1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Designed to meet the wants of Clergymen, Lawyers 
Teachers, Business Men, and all classes of advanced 
Students. Attention to Conversation and Oratory. 
as well as to Vocal Culture, a and Recitation, 
Chartered March, 1875. Grants diplomas. Both 
sexes admitted. Second Winter term opens Feb- 
ruary 12. Students entered at any time. Day and 
Evening Classes.) Send for Catalogue. 


J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., 
President. 





Sunday School Worker 


Arranging for Entire New Libraries, or the comple- 
tion of old ones by addition of the more recent Books, 
are invited to call and see us. In examining and 
selecting, they will find also a full line of Sunday- 
school Working Material, comprising every possible 
requisite of the latest production, from the more 
beautiful Bible and Commentary down to the simple 
Class Card, Church and Sunday-school room adorn- 
ments complete. Holiday remembrances, etc., ete. 
Agency for The Sunday School Times and all other 
Sunday-school Periodicals. 

Attention to Visitors—Gentlemanly. 

Conducting of Business—Golden Rule. 

Execution of Orders—Prompt. 


U. D. WARD, 


150 Nassau Street, 
Up stairs. NEW YORK CITY. 


$3.00 FOR $1.00. 


hicago | edger 


All the great weekly See of 
the size and character of T CHI- 
CAGO LEDGER charge $3.00 per year, 
while THE LEDGER costs but $1.00. 
The Leperr is the BEST Family Paper in the 
United States, ably edited, handsomely printed ; con- 
taining every week choice completed stories, an in- 
stallment of an interesting illustrated serial, and 
general reading for old and voung. for the farmer, for 
the housewife, and for all classes. Special care is 
taken to make its tone uniformly chaste and moral. 


Send $1, and 15 cents for postage, and your address 
to THE LEDGER, Cricaao, ILL. 4 


(877. SELECT NOTES. (877. 


Explanatory, Dlustrative, Practical. 


The fullest Commentary in one volume on Topics 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best authors, and larger than any previous 


issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00. 


International Question Books 1877 


The only series in 3 Grades. By Rey. F. N. Peloubet 
and able assistants. 15 cts. each. 





























No. 1. Adults. 
100,000 of these Notes and Ques- | No. 2. Youth. 


tions sold. Sample copies and aby are laure: 
full descriptive circulars mailed, pre mg 


Answers. 29 Pic- 
post-paid, on receipt of price. tures, a story and 


verse each lesson. 
§(\ | Built of the Golden Texts. 1877 
Price $1.25. By Archie Fell. 348 
ges. in 52 short chapters. A 
ife story, to illustrate in the 
H] sayings and doings of Maybee 
and friends the golden thought 
of the texts, 1877. Mailed on 
receipt of price. 
HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER, 
. No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
No. 2. 
BY 


P. P. Bliss and Ira D. Sankey. 














This new work, by Messrs. 
Bliss and Sankey, isin great de- 
mand. 


The widespread interest in 
the book is due not onty to the 
popularity of its authors, but 
also to the fact that it contains 
many of the latest and best 
songs of the lamented BLIss, 

‘the publisners are making 
every effort to fill .he large or- 


received for GOSPEL HYMNS) 
No. 2, and assure the public that 
orders will be filled in turn as 
received with the greatest pos- 
sible dispatch. 





PRICE, IN BOARD COVERS, - ~- ~ $30 PER 100; 35 CENTS BACH BY MAIL, 
WORDS ONLY, PAPER. «= - «+ «= % PER 100: 6 sf, ag 











BIGLOW & MAIN, JOHN CHURCH & CO. 
76 East Oth Street, | 66 West 4th Street, 
NEW YORK. CLN ATL. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


AND 


THaSAcHERSs 


SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 Last 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Libraries, 
Sunday-school Papers, Question Books, ete. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depository. 
ONG  HERAL 
H.R. Palmer's New Book for Singing 


Schools and Choirs. The best since his 
“Song King,” of which over 


200,000 HAVE BEEN SOLD! 


75 cents each by mail: $7.50 per dozen, by express. 
SPECIMEN PAGES FREE. 


PALMER’S THEORY 
have been waiting for. A practical OF MUSIC 


guide to the study of Thorough-bass, Harmony and 
Composition. Covers the whole ground in a manner 


so simple that a child may learn. 
Bound in Cloth, $1, by Mail. 


MUSIC | CHURCH’S | MUSIC 
Musical Visitor. 


THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 

CONTAINS at least worth of new music 
during the vear Sto- ries, Sketches. Corres- 
pondence, ete.. by the best writers. No music lover 
should be without its monthly visits. Choice of four 
elegant premium volumes free to every subscriber 
at $1.50 a year, Send stamp for sample and full par- 
ticulars. Agents wanted. 


JOHN CHURCH « CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 


MUSIC BOOKS. 


* Each book may be safely received as among the 
very best.* 


THE SALUTATION. 
($1 38; $12 per doz.) By L O. Emerson. 
First-class church music book. 


THE ENCORE. 
(15 ets.; $7 50 per doz.) By L. O. Emerson. 
First-class singing schoo! book. 


WORLD OF SONG. 
(2 50 hoards; $8 cloth; # gilt.) 
Unrivalled collection of songs. 


GEMS OF THE DANCE. 
($2 50 boards ; $ cloth ; $ gilt.) 
The most brilliant piano music. 


PERKINS’ ANTHEM BOOK. 
($1 50; $13 50 per doz.) 

An easy Anthem for each Sunday in the year. 
Perkins’ Glee & Chorus Book. 
($1 25; $12 per doz.) 

Superb collection. 
Male Voice Glee Book. 
($1.) Perkins. 
Brief, new, spirited glees in abundance. 
Emerson’s Chorus Book. 


($1 25, $12 per doz.) 
The best sacred and secular choruses. 


Either book mailed post-free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston 


C.H.DITSON4CO. J E. DITSON & CO. 
711_ Broadway, Successors t> Lee & Walker, 
New York. Philadelphia. 
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ndent. 


A volume every edito 
or literary_person, shoul 


5 PATENT 


Pasting Scrap-Book, 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 
A neat affair. and it now becomes as easy to file 


posse 


Se 











away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette. 

A more convenient book for the purpose could 
not be desired.—Cincinnati Gazette. 


No. 1 size, 7% by 10 inches, half cloth__________ $1.25 
No, 2 size, 744 by 10 inches. half roan, cloth_-__ 1.75 
No. 4 size, 744 by 10 inches. full cloth________-__ 2.00 | 
No. 6 size, 74 


i by 10 inches, full moro¢eo______- 2.50 | 
No. 8 size, 10 


| b 1984 inches. half cloth___. 1.50 | 


No. 10 size, 10% by 1214 inches. half roan. cloth. 2.50 
No. 12 size, 1044 by 1244 inches. full cloth__-__. 2.75 | 
No. 14 size. 1044 by 124 inches, full morocco... 3.50 


Copies mailed on receipt of price. 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Biank Book MANUFACTURERS, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 


| tle understood. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


AFTER LIFE. 


{From The Sunday Magazine. Reprinted in 
Littell’s Living Age. } 





Some drag their heaven down to earth, 
Some raise it to the skies, 

Some think they share its holy mirth 
Before the body dies 

But what the time and what the place, 
This much at least 1s known 

That we shall see Him face to face 
And know as we are known 


Some hope to “touch the vanist.ed hand,” 
Complete the broken aim 

Some but around the throne to stand, 
And magnify His name 

I only know a silent space 
Between me and my own, 

Since they have met Him face to face, 
And know as they are known, 

Some fear to meet His dreadful eye, 
To hear His awful word 

Some on His bosom long to lie 


And pant to meet their Lord 
I know, —how vast must be His grace, 
How pure must I have grown, 


Ere I can see him face to iace, 
And know as I am known. 


HINTS FROM THE SYNAGOGUE. 


{From a Dedication Sermon at Anita, lowa, by the 
Rev. H. 8. De Forest, of Council Bluffs. } 


Among the officers of the synagogue was 
the leader, corresponding to our minister, 
and after him another whose duty, among 
other things, was toopen the doors and get 
the building ready for service. 

We call his modern successor a sexton ; 
and we may be sure that keeping the house 
in order, the opening of the doors, the show- 
ing attention to strangers, and making th> 
diffident feel at home, are matters of fore- 
most importance. It is possible to build 
up or to scattera congregation by perform- 
ing or not performing these duties of Chr.s- 
tian courtesy. 

Politeness and attention ought not to Le 
more rare in our churches than in our homes ; 
but I fear they are. As a rule, strangers are 
not very cordially welcomed at the doors of 
our sanctuaries, nor when they leave are they 
courteously asked to come again. Hand 
shaking is sometimes thought untimely and 
irreverent on the Lord’s Day and in the 
sanctuary. Often in our solemnity we re- 
semble those Pharisees, who, when fasting, 
oe on sour faces, disfigured themselves. A 
iearty “ How do you do?” with a “ Come 
again,” would be much better than that fear- 
ful. formal, frozen, tunereal way, so fre- 
quently seen, which is enough to scare a sin- 
ner and sadden a saint. When we say “ Our 
Father,” we should remember that we are 
brethren, that brethren should love one 
another, and that love has a language and 
expression. More of warm-hearted, warm- 
handed Christian courtesy would fill many 
of our half-empty churches. The minister 
is not the only power to draw or to repel. 
Let every regular worshiper do his duty in 
this respect, and every stranger will be 
cared for. 

The greatest difficulty is with the poor, 
the diffident, and aston. goers. It is only 
by pains and patience that such are made 
to feel at home; yet they are just the per- 
sons most important to reach. As a rule, 
our churches cannot now send to the 
doubter this proof of our divine mission, 
namely, that “to the poor the gospel is 
preached.”. . . 

When the people come together to confess 
their sins and to worship God, let there be 
nothing in dress to minister to pride and 
vanity on the one hend, or to provoke envy 
and heart-burning on the other. Our next 
dress may be the shroud; our next assem- 
bly the judgment. The state of the heart is 
everything, the wrappings of the body noth- 
ing. Then let us exclude from the sanctu- 
ary the extravagance of wealth and the 
glitter of fashion. Let us be careful lest 
we close the door of God's house, and per- 
haps the gate of heaven, against the poor 
for whom Chnist has died. 

Besides the two whose duties correspond 
to minister and sexton the synagogue had 


| a body of men, never less than ten, whose 


office has been much talked about, and lit- 
But this much is certain: 
they were obligated to always be there, and 
always in season, so that there might be no 
delay im beginning on time. These men 
were in Hebrew called “Batlanim.” I 
think there is no English equivalent for 
that word, for the reason that we have none 
in our churches to perform similer duties. 

I recommend that this order be revived, 
that there be not less than ten who- will 
agree to always attend the services of this 
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house, and to always be punctual. The 


influence of a determined few in this matier, | 


if right, will be mighty for good. 

I trust that neither storms nor the ap- 
pearance of storms will close this house or 
entirely empty it, and that punctuality 


may here be regarded as a Christian virtue. | 


In the duties of religion we should show as 
inuch fidelity as in the duties of business. 
Tne claims of God surely are not inferior to 
the claims of mammon, yet how many are 
kept from church by hindrances that would 
not keep them from business or amusement. 


Let us remember also that the foolish 
virgins came late and were shut out. Tar- 
diness is nota gospel characteristic. Those 


who come early first hear of the risen Lord. 





EDUCATIONAL. 





\YROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT’S SCHOOL FOR 
YOUNG LADIES 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 





ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 
Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 


shia, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
limes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, Ill. 





AGENTS WANTED. 





aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 





tit free. H. Hauierr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


t $8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
B! SON & SMITH, New York City. 

t per day athome. Samples worth $% 

oO free. Srinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 


aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
free. Samples, 25 cents. 


& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 


P Y THE BEST COMMISSIONS. 
Do not engage on other books before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
a , Publishers, 731 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


MARK TWAIN'S NEW BOOK! 
TOM SAWYER, 


Is ready for Agents. Don’t get behind hand this 
time, but send for your territory or circulars, at 
once. Address. AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., 
Hartrorp, Conn., Cuicago, Iiu., Cincinnati, O. 


$66 a week in your own town. Terms and % out- 




















A YEAR. AGENTS WANTED on 
5 our Grand Combination Prospec- | 
tus, representing 


150 Distinct BOOKS 


wanted everywhere. The biggest thing ever tried. 
Sales made from this when all single Books fail. 
Also Agents wanted on our Magnificent Family 
Bibles. Superior to all others. With Invaluable Illus- 
trated Aids and Superb Bin lings. These Books beat 
the World. Full Particulars free. Address JOHN E. 
POTTER & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia. 


CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION 


The only complete, richty illusirated, low price work, 
750 pages, Only $2.50. Treats of the entire history, 
grand buildings, wonderful exhibits, curiosities, 
great days, etc. The best chance of 100 years to 


coin money fast, as every body wants this work, | 


1,000 agents appointea first four weeks, 5,000 
wanted, 


nati, O., Chicago, [Il., or Springfield, Mass. 


CAUTION 


ACENTS WANTED. 
Goodyear’s Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 
The Most Complete System 
OF PHYSICAL EX¥RCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 


100,000 in use by i 
women and children. 

Used g, sitting o: 
reclining. : 


Hundreds of graceful! 

Movements. 
For home, office, schools, 

buspitals. 

List.-No.1, for Chil- 
dren 4to 6 years, $1 00. No. 
2, for Children 6 t« 8. $1.10. 
No. 3, for Children 8 to 10, $1.20. No.4, for Children 10 to 14, 
1.30, No 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and pasate. 
1.40. No. 6, for G rt) A. ¢ “ 1.50. 


o strengt 

0. 7, used by Ladies, Chiidren or Gents, $2.00. o. 8, 

for Gentlemen of extra strength, $2.50. Full set, famil 

use, 1 each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8’s, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
are fitted with a screw-eye and hook to attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8. ($5.00), make a complete 
be yg oe and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on receipt of 
ee. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoccupied territory. 
Exclusive rights t sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for small investments. Its sales 
nearly universal wherever it is placed before the pub- 


and its merits fully un 
Illustrated descriptive ci . terms. &c.. address, 
year Rubber Curler Co., 


© ©. Box 6,156, 
697 Broad New Yorke 
RUBBER GOODS OF EVRY DESCRIPTION 


assuming to be “ official,” etc. 











Pte 


AND CHILDREN, 


For full particulars address quickly, | 
Hussarp Brotuers, Pubs., Philadelphia, Pa., Cincin- | 


Be not deceived by premature books | 


INSURANCE. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


eee 
MISCELLANEOUS, 





BE SURE TO SECURE for your little ones a 

certificate of lnsur- 
| ance in the Mutual Protection Company of Philadel- 
| phia, which is purely mutual. Assessments only col- 
ected as deaths occur. This Company has now over 
| 1600 certificates of good standing in force. Send to 
Home Ottice for rate cards and applications, No. 261 
Sours Fourtu Srreet. 


1825. 





1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


CONFECTIONERY. 








For Fine Confections. For Chocolate and Cocoa. 


DIPLOMAS by the Judges United States Cen- 
tennial Commission to 


Stephen ft. Whitman 


& SON, 


Manufacturers of the 


EINEST CONFECTIONS, 


Chocolate and Cocoa, 


For family use, for presents, or for Sunday- 
school celebrations. 


S. W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


PRINTING. 


$5 SELF-INKING “ BEST” 


Printing Press. with outfit, $6.50; $7 
Self-Inking “BEST.” with outfit, $10. 
Rotary Job Press Chase. 5x8.$45. Send 
stamp for Catalogue, (no postal cards.) 
H. Hoover & Co., 50 N. 9th st., Phila: 




















| a First entenaee of Ail at Centennial, Hand and Sely-inktng. 

Save Do 
yorr PrimtiM goers civciace 
s PS ae tee ayhody ane wack than ‘ 


have gvod pastime for boars, and can 
make money by tak ia anal! jobs. 





SSES 


to Mir, KELSEY & OO. Meriden, Conn 





ZUCCATO’S PATENT 


Papyrograph. 
400 Autograph Copies of any 
Writing, Wlustration, Design, 
Notice, Map Table. Exemination Paper. Etc.. 


Can be produced by the Papyrograph in an hour 
with an ordinary copying-press. 


Every one engaged in Education, secular or relig- 
ious, or in business of any kind, will find it invalu- 
able. Sunday-school Superintendents are using it 
with great success in producing Orders of Service, 
Review Charts, and oushan Invitation Cards, 
Circular Letters, etc., with but little labor and with- 
out resorting to the expense of the printing press. 


Send for Circular and catalogue of prices. 
PAPYROGRAPH CO., 
43 & 45 Shetucket Street, Norwich, Conn. 


W. H. LARTHROP, Acent, 
134 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
‘a Established in 1837. 

uperior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings. for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court- , Pin 
Alarms, Tower Clocks etc. Fully Warranted 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 

Vannevey & Ter, 102 K 24 St. Cincienath, 


MATHEWS’ 
LIQUID STARCH GLOSS. 


Gives a splendid gloss and finish to all starched 
goods, making them wHITER aNp cLEaReR than wax 
or anything else, and prevents the iron from sticking. 
Trial bottle free 


Put up in 4-2. bottles, price lic. Sold by Grocers 


and Druggists. 
A. lL. MATHEWS, 
85 Murray Street, Vv. ¥. 














D. L. MOODY'S 


NEw BOOE. 


Agents wanted. Secure territory. Retail prive, 
$2 50, $3 00, and $8 50, according to style and finish. 
Address or call on A. GREEN WOUD, Agent for Pub- 
lisher, No. 30 North 5th >t., Philadelphia, Pa. 


ENTERTAINMENTS 
FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Finest Dissolving Views of most Noted Scenery 
in the world. 

Instruments and views for sale and made to order. 
Send stamp for full particulars. 


J. J. WILSON, 
763 Broadway, New York. 
BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 





ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
B® carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 


let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosrnson Bros. & Co., Boston. 


- MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
4&@> Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 











ESTABLISHED 1838. 


DOLLARD’S 
513 CHESTNUT STREET. 513 


Ornamental Hair Work, Wigs, Toupees, 
Braids, Curls, etc., etc. 
Gentlemen’s Hair Cutting Rooms. 


Only Practical Workmen employed. 
LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rec- 
ord of any school under 700 (or 60 classes) on one 
; each scholar separate and each class on one 
fine. The most complete and simple record book 
ublished. 





ever It saves the librarian half the labor 
quick reference. 
and the demand constantly increasing. 
sample copy. Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


Send for a 


Or ask your bookseller for it. 
CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 
New Haven, Conn. 


MAILED FREE 


P. 0. 413. 








FLORAL: GUIDE 


Contains over 1,200 varicties Vegetable and 
Flower Seeds. COLORED PLATES. Elegant 
‘wood-cuts of vegetables and flowers. Handsomes$ 
Guide Published! &@ Send for it. 

DETROIT SEED CO., Detroit, Mich» 








BOYS 3 =e | 


J. KILE & CO., 
450 NORTH TWELFTH ST., 
Church aud Studay School 


FURNITURE FACTORY. 


WOOD TURNING. 


Newel’s Baluster, Table Legs, Hand and Altar Rail. 











DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET 
WITH SKIRT SUPPORTER 






ANp 
SELF-ADJUSTING PAD. 

ecures Health and Comfort of 
Body, with Grace and Beauty of 
Form. Three Garments in one. Ap- 
proved by all physicians. 

AGENTS WANTED. 

Samples by mail, in Coutil, $2; 
Satteen, $1.75. To Agents, 25 cents 
less. Order size two inches smaller 
than waist measure over the dress. 


WARNER BROS., 763 BROADWAY, N. Y 


Warr For |r: 


We will issue early in March, ’77, a 


NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOK 


by the Author of 


Songs of Glory. 
Specimen pages free. Send postal card with your 
: address. 


FILLMORE BROS., Publishers, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 











a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE. 
$55 g $7] P. O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


of other systems, prevents mistakes, and affords a | 
Only been published two months | 





| tions. 


ANTED.— Men and women out of work to write 

for the extraordinary inducements to Agents, 

on our family paper with its four superb premiums. 
J. H. KAKLEn, 4v Hawley street, Boston. 





will buy the new book, OUR COUNTRY AND 
$1.00 GOVERNMENT FOR 100 YEARS. Beauti- 
fully bound in cloth; 224 pp.; 32 engravings. A 
thorough compendium of political statistics, Con- 
tains Constitutions, Amendments, etc. Life sketches 
of all the presidents, including Hayes and Tilden, 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. AGENTS WANTED, 
Address, F.C. BLISS & CO., Newark, N. J. 
GENTS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of MOODY &SANKEY 
in Great Britain and America. Embraces biog- 
raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meetin 
ks, incidents, gems trom the great preachers, anc 
everything of interest. 720 pages, 13 engs. Price, $2. 
Sells at sight. For best terms ever heard of, address 
H.S GOODSPEED #& CO,, 14 Barclay Street, New 
York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 








BRANSON KNITTERS, 
$20. 

Receiwwed Highest Centennial Award. 
BEST WORK AT LEAST COST. 
USE MAY BE LEARNED IN ONE HOUR. 
Work surpasses that made by hand. 

Every Machine fully warranted. 
AGENTS WANTED. 
Macluucs, Hosiery, Yarns, ete. 
457 N. EIGHTH St., Philadelphia. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri ana lowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal; no inventor through us 
ever did or ever will getan acre of land, 
Send for particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 


Lawrence Kan., or 
HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
30 Pine Street, New fork 


Principals & Teachers 


'The NATIONAL SCHOOL BUREAU offers unsur- 
passed facilities for supplying Schools and Families 
with competent Teachers and Teachers with posi- 
blank form, containing plan and terms, sent 
on receiptof stamp. Large demand for Teachers of 
ability and experience. Send for PINCKNEY’S 
SCHOOL GAZETTE, devoted to the interests of School 
advertisers and Teachers. 


T. Cotesworth Pinckney, 
Publisher and Dealer in School Material, 











Domestic Buttptne, Broadway & Fourteenth St., N. Y. 








The Christian Intelligencer. 


FORTY-EIGHTH YEAR. 
John M. Ferris, D.D., Editor. Wm. H. Campbell, 
D.D.; Wm. Ormiston, D.D.; Talbot W. Chambers, 
D.D.; Paul D. Van Cleef, D.D.; David Inglis, LL.D. ; 
Wm. J. R. Taylor, D.D.; John McC. Holmes, D.D. ; 
Rev. C. Vanderveen, Associate Editors and Contribu- 
tors. 

This religious journal has become the property of 
an association of gentlemen thoroughly identified 
with the Reformed Church in America. Their main 
pero is to serve the interests of the Reformed 

‘hurch, and at the same time furnish a record of 
current Religious news of general interest. Able 
foreign correspondents are engaged. Each issue 
will also contain articles by cultivated and pleasing 
writers of established reputation. Subscription $2.65 
per year, when paid strictly in advance, and $3 when 
not paid in advance. Address 

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER ASSOCIATION, 
No. 6 New Church Street, New York. 





SUPERIOR NUTRITION TEE LIFE. 


Dw 


IMPERIAL GRANUM, 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD. 
Tas justly acquired the reputation of being 
THE SALVATOR FOR INVALIDS AND THE 

~Aaep. AN INCOMPARABLE ALIMENT 
~¥Ok THE GROWTH AND PROTECTION 
oF INFANTS AND CHILDREN. A SUPERIOR 
NUTRITIVE IN CONTINUED FEVERS, 
AND A RELIABLE REMEDIAL AGENT IN 
ALL DISSASES Of TH® STOMACH AND 
































INTESTINES. 
SOLD BY DRUGGISTS 
In the principal cities of the United States. 
JOHN CARLE & SONS, 
153 Water Street, New York. 


BABBITT’S TOILET SOAP. 


' 





offers to the public The FINEST TON» 
the vegetable 


es my Oils used tn tts 


manufacture. 
<e in the Nursery it har No Feval, 
‘Worth ten times its cost to every 
all 






and family 1") Christ. 


eniom. box contains LS eakevot 6 ons. each, sent 

Saag ack ew Vern cimm 

T. Babbiu, N York C 
er For Sale by all Diuggists..co 
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STATEMENT. 
THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


WEV TORE, 
F, S. WINSTON, PRESIDENT, 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1876. 











ANNUITY ACCOUNT 























No. | Ann. Pay'tsj | No. | Ann. Pay'ts 
In force January 1, 1876,. . 55 $27,965 72 | In force January 1.1877,. . 52 $26,098 88 
Add Premium Annuities, . 6.480 79 Add Premium Annuities, 4 6,393 46 
NS OP eS roe ew 1,381 36 | | Terminated,, . a 3,335 53 
ioe mat de aijepcoentihaietes 
GO| $35,827 87 | | 60 | $35,827 87 











J A COTO aE 














No. Amount. | No. | Amount. 
In force January 1, 1876, 92,393 | 3305,057,221 In force January 1,1877 92,125 | $301,278,037 
New risks, : . 9,344) 32,127,693 | | Terminated, : - 9612 35,906,877 
| 


a | 
101,737 | 3337.184,914 101,737 | $337,184,914 





Note.—Tue amount of Terminated Policies is larger than usual. The increase was in a great 
measure caused by the purchase of unmatured endowments, either paid up or due in less than five 
years, wuich were discounted at 7 per cent. 














Dr. REVENUE ACCOUNT. Cr 

To Premiums received, - - - 15,136,703 36 Claims, - - - - - - = $4,459,458 52 

To Interest and Rents, - - .« 4,878,260 34 By paid Annuities,- - - - + 24,611 49 
By paid Dividends, - - - - + 3,701,700 34 


By paid Surrendered Policies and 
Additions, - - - - + « e 
By paid Commissions (payment of 
current and extinguishment of 


To Balance from last account, - $75,414,923 42 kK paid Death and Endowment 
| 
6,319,785 21 
| 
| 


a i A tap ae ee 76,967 40 
| | By paid Contingent Guarantee 

Account, - - - - +--+ = 56,160 85 

By paid Expenses and Taxes, - 664,302 35 

Balance to New Account, - - - 79,526,900 87 








$95 429,887 12 











$95,429,887 12 
Dr, _ BALANCE SHEET. cn A & 


To Reserve at four per cent., $77,502,062 00 By Mortgages on Real Estate, - 

To Claims by Death, not yet due, 610,750 00 | By United States and State Bonds, 

To Premiums paid in advance, 24,372 43] | &,- - - - + + - + + (12,563,569 33 

To Contingent Guarantee Fund, 654,842 59 By Real Estate, - - - - - 4,246,245 40 

To Surpius ior Division,- - - 3,568,161 57 By Cash in Banks and Trust Com- 

panies at interest, - - - - 

By interest accrued,- - - - 

| By Premiums deferred, quarterly 








$60,856,200 18 


2.183.001 73 
1,322,294 16 


and semi annual, --- 923,332 99 
By Premiums in transit. princi- 
pally for December, - - - 137,195 10 


Balances due by Agents, - - 18,349 70 


$82,360,188 59 


Premiums deierred and in transit in the Foregoing Balance Sheet have been subjected toa 
deduction vf twenty-five per cent by the Insurance Department for the estimated cost of collecting 
the same. See Official Report below. 

Note.—If the New York standard of four and a half per cent. interest be used, the surplus is 
$10,262,879 44. 


From the surplus for division, as appears in the Balance Sheet, a dividend will be apportioned to 
each Poiicy which shall be in torce at its anniversary in 1877. 





$62,360,188 59 











I have carefully examined the foregoing statement and find the same correct. : 
JANvARY 17, 1877 WILLIAM J. EASTON, Acditor. 








Notr.—By act of the Trustees, the membership of this Company is limited to one hundred 
thousand insured iives. 


TRUSTEES. 
Samuel D Babcock, Oliver H. Palmer, 
Ilenry A Smythe, Henry E. Davies 
William E Dodge, Richard A. McCurdy, 


George 8 Coe, Francis Skiddy, 


Frederick S. Winston, 
John V L Pruyn, 

R. H. MeCurcy 
William Betts, 


| R. Ratchford Starr, 
Fred’k 11. Cossitt, 

| Lewis May, 

| Oliver Liarriman 


Samuel E {proulls, Wm. M Vermilye, | James C Holden, Thomas Dickson 
Samuel M. Corneil, John E Develin, | Herman C. Von Post, Ilenry W. Smith. 


Lucius Robinson, 
W. Smith Brown, 
Wikiam IT Popham, 


Martin Bates Geo. C. Richardson. 
Wm. A. Haines, Alex Hl Rice. 
Seymour L. liusted, W F Babcock, 
RICUARD A. McCURDY, Vice-President. 
ROBERT A CRANNISS Second Vice-President. ISAAC F. LLOYD Secretary. 
W. 0. C. BARTLUTT, LL.D, Actuary O. Il. PALMER, Soticitor. | 
G 8. WINSTON, M.D., , . 
W. R GILLETTE, Mb., } Medical Examiners 


John IT Sherwood 
E-isto P Fabbri, 
George II. Andrews. 











TO THE i RUSTEES OF THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY CF NEW YORK: 

The undersigned, the Annual Committee appointed pursuant to the By-Laws cf the Company, of 
the 20th day ot December, 1876, to examine at the close of each fiscal year the accounts and assets on 
the Company, 


Respeetiully Report. That they have carefully examined all the assets. investments and securities 
of the Company, and tind— t 

That it had on the Ist day of January, 1877, stocks in the form of Bonds of the United States 
and of New York and other cities, amounting in par value to $12,063,550, and in market value to 
$12,673,569.33, and that this latter sum is immediately convertible and available in cash. That of 
thesé securities $7.473,550 ure in United States registered bonds, and $4,590,000 chiefly in city bonds. 
They are a.l specified in the accompanying schedu.e, are all genuine, ana, in the opinion of the Com- 
nuttee. are all judicious and perfectly secure investments. 

The Committee jurther report - 

That on January 1, 1877, the Company had invested in Bond and Mortgage upon real estate in 
fee, which was appraised at the time oi vaca investment to be worth, at least, twice the amount loaned, 
the sum of $60,856,200.18. * 

The Committee have examined each Bond and Mortgage and find the same correct, as stated on 
the books of gre Company, Tie Commitiee find that the interest on these bonds has been paid with 
great punctuality, and that the arrears of interest for the last six months are only a very small per- 
centage on the amount due. 

In addition to the security of the land covered by the Mortgages, the Company holds insurance 


on the buildings thereon, as co.zateral. ia solvent and responsible Fire Insurance Companies, amount: 
ing to the sum of $34,000,000, ‘ 


The Committee further report: 


That the Company now holds property formerly pledged to it in Bonds and Mortgages to the 
extent of 7S05,803.07, and that this is u.e total amount of all property purchased by it since its organ- 


Cnr That in Boston is incomplete, and that in Philadelphia has recentiy 








—— eee 


ization on Foreclosures. and held by it at the close of the last fiscal year, and the Committes believe 
that this property will be sold without incurring any considerable deficit. This sum bears a small 
ratio to the total amount of the Com ’s assets, being about one (.U1U1)) per cent. thereof. ey 

In-addition to this Real Estate the Company owns for the transaction of its business in the cities 
of New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, veiuable real estate costing the sum of $3,410,451,43. The 
building in New York pays 8 per cent. on its cost, charging @ lair rent for the part occupied by the 
en finished. 

he Committee have ascertained that the cash on hand on the Ist day of January, 1877, was 
$2,183,001.73. This sum added to the securities immediately convertible into cash makes a total of 
cash assets equal to $14,856.571 06 immediately available. ee : ; 

We have ascertained that the expenses of the Company for acquiring its business are nearly a 
quarter of one (.2233) per cent. a the sum insured, and the expense of conducting the business, 
which includes expenses of every kind except claims by death, is Jess than one quarter of one rs cent. 
on the same (.2191), which, in all, is less on one half of one per cent. upon the sum insured (.4424), 
and is six and seven-tenths (6.701) per cent upon the income of the year. 

While the Committee were making investigation the Superintendent of the Insurance Department, 
with his Deputy, Assistants and Experts, was also engaged in examining the affairs of the Company 
as required by law. He is still at work examining. not only into the liabilities of the Foay es but 
likewise into the mathematical principles upon which its business is conducted and its liabilities are 
determined. This examination will be thorough and exhaustive, and its results presented in a report 
which will be published in due time and to which the Committee reier. 

All of which is respectiuily submitted. 

ted, January 17, 1877 

—— . (Signed) HENRY E. DAVIES, 
GEO. 8 COE, 

SAMUEL M CORNELL, 
WM. H. POPHAM, 

H. C. VON POST, 

GEO. H. ANDREWS. 


THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. OF NEW YORK. 
The Report of the Examination by the Insurance Department. 





ALBANY, February 2, 1877. 
To the Editors of the Evening Journal : 


GENTLEMEN: Having caused a thorough personal examination to be made of the condition and 
affairs of the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, durmg the month of January, by Hon. 
Tohn A. McCall, Jr., Deputy Superintendent, in which examination the acting Superintendent has 
also personally participated, I deem it for the public interests that the result of said investigation 
rhoula be published. 

I therefore inclose the same for publication. 

Yours very respectfully, Z 
WILLIAM SMYTH, Acting Superintendent. 
ALBANY, February 1, 1877. 
Hon. WILuiAM SuytH, Acting Superintendent New York Insurance Depurtment : 
In accordance with instructions received trom you, under appointment Number 363, I report the 
completion of the examination into the affairs of the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 
ade at a time when the annual investigation by the Trustees—as called ior by the Company's 
charter—was in progress, the work was considerably facilitated by each oo omy representative 
acting with one of the said Trustees, thus giving a double force, with a check that was invaluable as 
to the correctness of the labor performed. 

The valuations of the Policies in force have been made in the Department under the supervision 
of Mr. D. H. Keefer, our Actuary, and have occupied his attention with that of the rest of our actua- 
rial force not engaged in New York. 

The investments of the Company, with other admissible assets. make a total of $82,076,766.87. 

That the Company has been successiully managed is everywhere conceded, and it is very 
necessary that the custodians of this sacred trust tund should be men eminently competent to guard 
zealously the moneys that in the future afford the protection guaranteed by contracts with the holders 
of ninety-two thousand one hundred and twenty-five policies. : : 

The Company does not need any other indorsement by the Department than is shown in the assets 
and liabilities enumerated below, exhibiting a surplus, as regards policy holders, of $10,262,879.44. 

A schedule, giving in detail the information necessary for valuations of property, verification of 
title, &e., of each of the seven thousand one hundred and fifty-six (7,156) aero. has been com- 
piled, and with a list of uncollected and deferred premiums is now on fi'e in the Department. 

The following was the condition of the Company on December 61, 1876. 





ASSETS. 
Real pint : - - - Ty Se OUT ee, eR See ae, SE SOE trend bo 
Bonds and mortgages - - - : - - - : - - - . 5 

Stocks pg bonds. Par value. Market value. 
U. S. bonds, registered - : - - $7,473,550 $7,907,340 62 
New York City bonds, registered = - : 2,405,000 2.412.587 50 
Boston Water bonds, registered - : 500,000 556,250 00 
Providence, R. I., bonds, registered - - 500,000 537,500 00 
Cherry Valley Town bonds - . : 50,000 50,000 00 
Citv of Yonkers bonds : - : - 118,000 128,250 00 
Buffalo City bonds - - - : 140,500 145,417 50 
Clmira City bonds - . . - 56,000 57,435 00 
Missour State bonds - - : : : 215,000 225,025 00 
San Franciscobonds - : - - : 590,000 637,528 71 
Union Co., N. J.. bonds . : - - 14,000 14,735 00 
Plainfield, N. J., bonds : - - - 1.500 1,500 00 
$12,063,550 $12,673,569 33 

—_— 12,673,569 33 

Cash in banks and trust companies - - - . - - : - . . 2,183,001 73 

Interest due and accrued - - - - : - - : : - - 1,322,294 16 

Net uncollected and deferred premiums = - - - - - - . - - 795,396 O7 

Total admitted assets - - - : - - - - $82,076,706 87 

LIABILITIES, 

Net value of outstanding policies and additions = - - - - - - - $71,031,205 00 

Unpaid losses not yet due (including resisted claims) - - - . - 758,250 00 

Premiums made in advance - - . - - - - - - - 24,372 43 

Total liabilities - - : - - . - - - - - $71,813,827 43 

Surplus as regards policy-ho!cers : eu ° : Pe ala. - 10,262,879 44 

See SS ek te) 9 | St 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOUN A. NcCALL, Jz, 

Deputy Superintendent. 
' The Superintendent in person was present curing the examination of the United States securities, 
bonds and mortgages, and other stocks and bonds owned by the Company, and took part im said 
examination lie desires to join with his Deputy in assuring the public that the system of man 
ment and accuracy of detail, as well as the checks and individual responsibilities imposed on each 
person who has anything to do with the loaning or investing the funds of the Company, command his 
most hearty approval. The Presideut, and a-[ other officers of the Company, were most prompt and 
courteous in afiording every information ; while so perfect is the organization of each department, that 
any special item required was at once furnished with all its necessary and satisfactory vouchers. This 
wil account for the fact that acorporation of such vast magnitude and importanée could be fully and 
satisfactorily examined in a few weeks, which, under ordinary circumstances, would have required as 


many montas. 
WILLIAM SMYTH, Acting Superintendent. 


Vanuxem, Bates & Lambert 


General Agents for Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
OFFICE IN COMPANY’S BUILDING, 


N. W. Cor. Tenth and Chestnut Streets. 
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